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IPMS/USA Support the Troops 

Initiative

The IPMS/USA initiative was established 
to provide model kits, supplies and 
reference materials to our servicemen 
and women serving in combat zones, 
recovering in hospitals, and rehabilitating 
in specialized facilities.
The program is expanding into other 
areas as well. Some local programs take 
place in USO facilities, some are centered 
around active duty personnel and are 
scattered across the country.
The IPMS/USA Support The Troops 
program is still going full-tilt. The 
national program director is Jon Emery. 
Jon is accepting any and all contributions 
and is sharing them with all of the active 

programs around the country.

www.models4troops@gmail.com

Ian Latham - President;  president@austinsms.org

Aaron Smischney - Vice-President;  vicepresident@austinsms.org

Mike Lamm - Finance Minister;  treasurer@austinsms.org

Rick Herrington - Secretary;  secretary@austinsms.org

Rick Herrington - Newsletter Editor;  editor@austinsms.org

Show Coordinator;  showcoordinator@austinsms.org

Mike ‘Hollywood’ Gilsbach - Webmaster;  webmaster@austinsms.org

Jeff Forster - IPMS/USA Coordinator;  chaptercontact@austinsms.org

Chris Chany - Rumpus & Hokum Abatement Director & Lifestyle Coordinator

ASMS Officers & Chairpersons

Austin Scale Modelers Society (ASMS) is a chartered 

chapter of International Plastic Modelers Society (IPMS/

USA). ASMS meets on the third Thursday of each month. 

Anual dues for full membership are $25/individual or $30/

family. The views expressed in this newsletter are those of 

the authors. It is intended for educational purposes only. 

ASMS does not endorse the contents of any article.
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B Y   I A N   L A T H A M

Adios Compadres!

It is with mixed feelings that I begin this Soapbox as I will be stepping down as 
ASMS President at our next/first meeting on April 21, 2022. I have been honored 

to be a part of the club’s adventures and helping with its’ direction, and I have had 
a fine group of folks working alongside me to make sure things run as efficiently 
as possible. I would like to thank Ron McCracken for his duties as Vice President, 
Mike Lamm for taking the reins of Treasurer and keeping the numbers in order, 

and Rick Herrington for not only his Secretary skills but his effort in producing our 
club’s newsletter every month. It has been an honor working with you gentlemen.

It’s been a crazy past couple of years and ASMS has had limited activity, but things 
are about to pick up again and it will be somebody else’s adventure to see what will 
happen next. I urge you all to give our new leaders a hard time and keep them on 

their toes. 

Our post Covid start-up meeting will be held this Thursday and there will be a lot 
to cover that night. We will start with a welcome and review of the past few years as 
well as a club status report. We will then continue on to the election of a new board 
for ASMS. After cheers and congratulations, we will move on to view the amazing 
builds that I know all of you are looking forward to sharing. I know everyone has 
built at least more than one model, but to keep the night lean and mean, I suggest 
you only bring your best build(s) for this meeting. We will then have a ‘Pandemic 

Build’ competition with gift certificate prizes. Dinner will follow.

I would like to thank every one of you for your support and companionship the 
past several years. It has meant a lot to me to be part of such a talented group of 

people and to be allowed the opportunity to guide the club on our journey together. 
I look forward to staying involved with ASMS and my continued friendship with all 

of you. 
Build on.
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Modelmania 04/30./2022
Stafford Convention Center

10505 Cash Road
Stafford, TX

Third Thursday each month 
7:00 pm - 8:45 pm

at the
Episcopal Church of the 

Resurrection
   2200 Justin Ln, Austin, TX

No Reservations Neccessary!

ASMS MEETING

HOUSE CLEANING

ASMS Club Dues Are Due!

Annual ASMS club dues are $25.00/individual
or $30.00/family.

You may bring your dues to a club meeting or 
remit same to ASMS, 111620 Via Grande Drive, 

Austin, TX  78739.

Break the ice at parties! Break the ice at parties! 

Don’t miss out on the new name Don’t miss out on the new name 

badges for dues paying members. badges for dues paying members. 

Contact latham.ian@yahoo.com for Contact latham.ian@yahoo.com for 

more information.more information. Meetings 

Suspended

Monthly Meeting Presentations:

Contest Communications:

Events

Upcoming
Attractions
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Detail and Scale’s F-14 Tomcat
Pacific Fleet and Reserve 

Squadrons by Floyd Werner
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Rivercon XI : A Review from

the front lines by 

Rick Cotton
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Cast it up: 
A guide to using Blue Stuff and 

Oyumaru by Rick Herrington

So, you’ve got your Schnellboot 
completed and on a base but it’s lacking 
that extra “something” to make it a real 

eye catcher. How about one of those cool 
Schnellboot medals they used to give to 

sailors who served on the boats?  
The first hurdle was finding an original. 

Hessen antiques came to the rescue (https://
hessenantique.com).  I was able to obtain 

one of the first and second pattern 
Schnellboot badges. 
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What’s Up 

wid You?

ASMS/Bill Delk sponsors an on-line 
ZOOM meeting with whoever wants to 
join us to talk about models and life. 
It happens almost every Sunday at 

4:00. 
Contact Bill Delk to have him send you 

a link to be able to get into the 
meeting. 

Everyone is welcome.

Not much os a response from the members 
this month. Dave Edgerly sent in pictures of 

a Project he has in the works and a 
completed Takom Hanomag S-100.
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Dave is also working on a 1/48th scale 
paddle wheeler.
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Mike Gilsbach is working on an Airfix 
1/72nd scale Severn class life boat.

Rick Herrington is getting closer to 
completing his 1/72 Fore Hobby S-38 

Schnellboot.
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Last to share their work with us,  and I must 
admit I grabbed these from the Austin Scale 

Modeler’s Society website is Tim Robb.
Tim finished a Swiss Mirage 3s.
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Thanks to everyone that shared their work 
with us this month.
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New and In View Aircraft
by Ron McCracken

Old Rumors and New Kits
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Shipping News Shipping News 
by Rick Herringtonby Rick Herrington
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Tracked Topics
By Panzer Lehr
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Vespid Model is releasing a 2 in 1 Panther 
G . You can make it as a steel wheel 

version or a regular version with top 
anti-aircraft armor.
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It Figures Special Edition 
by Rick Herrington

In putting together the armor column I ran 
across a couple of figure sets I wanted to 

share with the group. The first is from 
MiniArt and in the box it gives you two 

vehicles, a KFZ 70 and a Panzer 4 H. Also 
included are a street base and figures to man 
your vehicles.The set is meant to depict Caen 

in France circa 1944.

Keeping with the WW2 theme Tamiya is 
releasing a US Scout Infantry set.

Finally, Masterbox is coming out with two 
sets of grunts from the Ukrainian conflict. 

The first is called Defense of Maiupol.
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The second set is called Defense of Kyiv.
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Both of these sets would make great addiions 
to  a burnt out Tigr or T-72.

 Happy modeling!

“Hi All,

 “I have the sad news of telling the model-
ing community of another MIA.  My Father, 

Robert C. Mikesh, passed away this morning, 
one week short of his 95th birthday.

“He served as an Air Force Pilot for 22 Years.  
Was decorated in Korea flying B-26s (‘Monie’ 

often modeled) and later in Vietnam flying 
Forward Air Control in O-2s (2 tours).  His 

flying career included: T-6, B-25, T-11, C-47, 
B-26 (Douglas), T-33, F-100, A-1E, O-1, O-2, 
B-57A, B, C, & E versions, Cessna 150,172, 
182, & 337 - just to name a few.  On retir-

ing he became a Curator at the Smithsonian 
Air and Space Museum for 20+ years. His 
“collection” included the most historically 

significant aircraft in the world - and he got 
to play with all of them (so did I occasion-
ally)!  In that time he wrote many notable 
books like Japanese Aircraft Interiors, B-57 

Canberra, Flying Dragons, Japanese Aircraft 
Equipment, Excalibur III, Broken Wings of 

the Samurai, and Zero Fighter - just to name 
a few among his numerous articles

“He was an avid model builder - both 
flying and static since he was 7.  Many of 
his models are on display in the Ottumwa 
(Iowa) Airpower Museum, Smithsonian, 

and National Museum of the USAF.  Most 
if not all are scratch built-in numerous 

scales. During WWII, he built 1/32 scale 
Stearman N2Ss for graduating pilots at 
NAS Ottumwa - each with their soloed 
serial number (only $5.00 each). I have 

many models including a Betty Bomber 
in white with green surrender crosses.  

Unique to this model is that the clear parts 
are made from the clear plexi from the real 
plane! (Documented). He produced many 

other unique aircraft models also.

“Not everyone could have a career in avia-
tion like my Dad.  In aviation circles, he is 

probably the most envied man in the world. 
Our family will miss his caring and humor, 
but I know he is without pain and regret.  
Revelation 21:4 “And God will wipe away 

every tear from their eyes; there shall be no 
more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There 

shall be no more pain, for the former things 
have passed away.
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IPMS USA is soliciting articles. We’ve got 
some great modeller’s in this area and you 
can help the mother organization to flourish 
by submitting an article to the Journal.
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7801 N. Lamar Blvd.,  Ste B169, Austin, TX 

78753

(512) 836-7388

kinginfo@kingshobbyshop.com

http://www.kingshobbyshop.com
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Something for Everyone!
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Join International Plastic
Modeler’s Society / USA

 IPMS/USA is dedicated to the hobby (and 
fun) of Scale Modeling. It was started by Jim 
Sage, of Dallas, Texas, in 1964. There are now 

branches of IPMS all over the world. Our Local 
Regions and Chapters sponsor Model shows 
and contests every year, but you needn’t be a 
member to visit the shows or attend the club 

meetings!

     With IPMS/USA Membership, you will re-
ceive the outstanding IPMS/USA Journal six 
times a year - it includes features on all mod-

eling subjects such as aircraft, armor, automo-
tive, ships, figures - you name it! You will also 

find listings of IPMS contests, swap meets, 
hints and tips, and reviews.

Membership also qualifies you to participate 
in IPMS/USA sanctioned contests, and par-

ticularly in our
World-famous National Convention, held 
each summer. As a member, you’ll also be 

able to access our online Discussion Board, 
where a wide variety of modeling topics are 
discussed, and enjoy interaction with other 

serious modelers for help with questions 
about modeling techniques or the Society in 
general. Many Hobby Shops and Model Ven-
dors around the USA offer discounts to IPMS/

USA Members.

Visit us at:  http://www.ipmsusa.org/
Join up online at:  http://www.shopipmsusa.

org/category-s/100.htm

For any questions or problems with your 
membership application/renewal, please con-

tact the IPMS/USA
Officer Manager at    manager@ipmsusa.org

International Plastic Modelers’ Society/USA

Membership Application / Renewal Form

New � Renewal � IPMS#: _____________

Name: _________________________________________________

_______

Address: _______________________________________________

_______

City: ______________ State: ________________ Zip Code: 

_____________

Phone: ___________________ E-Mail: 

______________________________

Chapter Affiliation, if any: _______________________________

Junior (17 years or younger) � $17.00 Date of Birth _________

AduIt One year � $30.00

Two years � $58.00

Three years � $86.00

Canada & Mexico � $35.00

Foreign Surface � $38.00

Family � Adult fee + $5.00

# of cards? ___

Your Signature: ______________________________________

If recommended by an IPMS member, please provide his/her:

Name: _______________________________ IPMS #: ______

PAYMENT OPTIONS:

Cash � Amount: ____________

Check� Check #: ______ Amount: ____________

Where did you hear about IPMS/USA? Please check all that apply:

� Local model club

� Friend

� Ad in IPMS Journal

� Facebook

� Ad in other magazine

� Internet search

� IPMS web site

� I’m a former member rejoining

� Other ____________

Applications should be printed and mailed to:

IPMS/USA

P.O. Box 1411

Riverview, FL 33568-1411
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5500 Jack C Hays Trail, Kyle, Texas 78640, 

(512) 504-3404

10:00 am – 06:00 pm
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Applications should be printed and mailed to: IPMS/USA, PO Box 1411, Riverview, FL 33568-1411


