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Mobius 1/8" Iron Man
by
Bill Delk
IPMS# 34705

ron man has been around for many yearsin

many different forms in the Marvel comics
and graphic novels. The recent movie starring
Robert Downey Jr. as Tony Stark is the most
current version of the character and the subject
of this model released in April of 2009.

Whilethebox artlooks
promising, the pose of
themodel insideleaves
much to be desired as
far asadynamicaction
figure. A recent edition
of "Amazing Figure
Modeler" mentions
that the Marvel

company had final ;
approval onthelook of e .
the model. The model |ooks rther stiff and
could havebeenmadetolook abit moreflexible.
M obiusclaimsthe shapeof themodel wastaken
fromthe moviedatabase. Thisseemsto betrue,
but it looks like the model was sculpted from
someof thetechnical CAD drawingsoneseesin
the movie. Those of us with an affinity for
cutting plastic and molding putty may want to
take a stab at making the model a little more
fluid. | decided tofollow theinstructionsfor the
most part and not gotoo crazy inthemodification
department.

The model comes on three sprues of burgundy
colored plastic and the base. The plastic seems
a bit brittle but trims and sands nicely. There
will be quite a bit of seam filling to produce a
great model.

| planned to light the model with LEDs (light
emitting diodes), so | started by looking over
the parts on the spruesto try and decide where
it would be possibleto run the wires necessary
fortheel ectronics. Themodel seemswell suited
for lighting, and there are a lot of spaces
available inside the model parts to route the
wiring and mount several LEDs. | began with
the helmet, faceplate and neck piece.

| drilled out and filed theeyeholesin parts 1, 2,
mount the bright white LED to facethefront of
the faceplate (see Figure 1). | backed the eye
openings with a piece of sanded and frosted
clear plexiglass rod to disperse the light and
even out the glow of the eyes.

The chest plate, part 17 (see Figure 2), was
modified next by drilling and filing out the

(continued on page 4)
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Upcoming Bvents

Model Shows
IPMS/El Paso, Bassett Place Mall Show, El Paso, TX
IPM S National Convention 2009, Columbus, OH
IPM S/Fort Worth, Supercon 2009, Arlington, TX
ASMS Austin Model Show, Austin, TX
IPMS/Metro OK City, Soonercon 2009, Oklahoma City, OK
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Lone Star Military Miniature Society, Modeling Day, Austin, TX (see page 9)
Alamo Rocketeers, Monthly Sport Launches, Gillespie Farms, San Antonio, TX
National Museum of the Pacific War (Nimitz Museum), Living History Program
Fredericksburg, TX

Aug 9
Aug 19-22
Sept 12
Sept 26
Sept 26

July 18
July 18

Sept 12,13

.Support owr TYoops!

In support of the initiative to provide model kits, supplies and reference materials to
our servicemen and women serving in combat zones in Iraq,IPMS/USA has elected
to have SFC Leighton Fleming as the point of contact for The Iraq Model Network.

Any individual, IPMS chapter, or industry supporter who wishes to make a donation,
please send it to:Baghdad Hobby Club, c/o SFC Leighton O. Fleming, MNC-1
Sensor Management NCOIC, DSN 458-3344 (Leighton.fleming@us.army.mil)

s
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Mike's Montage..

hat a day June 9", 2009 was. Went to work, celebrated

my 25" wedding anniversary withmy wifeSally, attended
our club meeting, andthen | hadtoleaveearly tofinishaproject
at work before going on vacation. Knowing Bondo, his
presentation must have been very entertaining and informative.
On theway home heading south on I-35 near the FM 1626 exit,
| wasinvolved in an auto accident. Three sixteenyearsold kids
werenot paying attention to thetraffic situation, and my vehicle
was rear-ended. Luckily no one involved was hurt.

The next day | was off to Michigan for a short vacation with
friendsand family. During the two day drive, therewasalot of
time to think and reflect on events that had happened in our
lives. Onethought wasour club. ASM Sismorethan just aclub
where members meet to discuss modeling techniques, improve
our skills, view other members work, and review past show
resultsor upcoming events. Itisalso about making new friends
and building friendshipsthrough our meetings and special club
events. One of these special eventsis the club's annual picnic
and auctionwhichwill beheld on July 18" at 1:00pm. Itisaday
to strengthen our fellowship with food and fun and alsotoraise
fundsfor our club. So clean out your closet or hobby room and
comejoinin on the festivities. =

Mike

Bergstrom Display
Semi-Annual Cleaning

very six monthsor so Milton Bell and Phil "Bondo" Brandt

make a trip to the airport to clean the Bergstrom display
case. This go-around afew more helping hands showed up. In
no time we had the models and shelves dusted and buffed to a
shine before we all departed for lunch!

Left to right: Kathy Pillmore, Matt Coldwell, Milton Bell, and
Bill Lacy. Bill isthe guy who initiated the Bergstrom Display
project backin 1998, and Matt Coldwell isour airport authority
contact person.

closed!

Ken Mabe on the step ladder helping Bondo and Kathy. Kenis
one of the volunteers with Commemorative Air Force (CAF)
herein Central Texas, and Kathyisthe executivedirector of the
Texas Aviation and Automotive Museum.
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(Mobius 1/8" Iron Man continued)

cavity for the ARC reactor that
isthe power source for the suit
inthemovieandalsothedevice
that keeps the shrapnel from
getting closer to Tony Stark's
heart.

This opening was backed with
the end of a small desiccant
container found in some
medi cations such as St Joseph
Aspirin (see Figure 3). This
added details to an otherwise
plain hole and served as the
mounting location for the LED
that will goin later for abit of
animation. | epoxied the
container to the back of the
hole and cut a small piece of
whitefilter material tofitinthe
end of the container to diffuse
the bright LED. On the back,

openend, | cut asmall piece of
styrene sheet and drilled and filed ahoIeIargeenough tofitthe
3mm LED. | then epoxied both the LED and the sheet styrene
to the container.

Next come the thrustersin the
hands of the suit (parts 11 and
15) (seeFigured). | drilledand
filed out the center of the
thruster circle in the palm of
the hand. The center circle
when opened is the exact size
fora3mm LED. | sanded and
filed the LED domeflat tofit it flush with the palm of the hand
and epoxied in later on in the assembly. The leads of the LED
were bent at a 90 degree angle from the bottom of the LED so
they can be routed through the forearm (parts 5 and 7). Some
holes were drilled to the mounting pin hole of the hand so the
LED leads can be inserted into the forearm. (see Figure 5).

FIG 4

FIG5 100-Ohm

Resistors
/s watt ® 5% tolerance

|

| had initially intended to just static light the model with the
LEDsall thetime. | had soldered a 1000hm 1/4 watt resistor to
the long (positive) lead of each of the LEDs to avoid any
burnout of the bulbs. | used a small battery holder from Radio
Shack tohold 4 AAA or AA batteriesgiving atotal of six volts.
Even thissmall amount of voltage can burn out an LED quickly
without the resistor. You can use different voltages, but the
resistor valuewould haveto berecalculated. Thereare severa
Internet sitesthat have acalculator that will help you with this.
Here's one:

http://metku.net/index.html?sect=view& n=1& path=mods/
ledcalc/index_eng

After some thought, | decided to animate the lighting in the
model using information | found on Starship Modeler page
(http://star shipmodeer .com/tech/cj_blink.htm). Thisconsisted
of threefairly inexpensiveel ectronic parts availablefrom Digi-
Key or Jameco electronics: a 4060 integrated circuit, a 0.01
microfarad ceramic capacitor, and a 47K ohm resistor. The
simplecircuitwill blink dozensof LEDsat different blink rates.
You can test out the circuit on a prototype board before
assembling the circuit and choose the pins you want and the
blink rate.

| chose to use only two of the options to simulate the ARC
reactor in the chest and the thruster beams in the palms of the
hands. The eyesinthe head arewired directly tothesix voltsas
they will be on al the time thereis power to the model. | used
pin three for the thruster beams and pin five for the ARC
Reactor. But thechoiceisuptoyouastowhat blink rateyoufeel
isright. | used a sixteen pin integrated socket and perfboard
availablefrom Radio Shack tomount theparts. Onceassembled
and soldered, | trimmed the perfboard to fit into thetorso of the
model.

After finishing the electronic installation, | assembled the
model completely and started filling and finishing the seamsto
get ready for painting. Asan afterthought, | probably would not
have filled all the seams fully as the actual armor fit together
with some definite seams showing in the movie.

| assembled the arms and legs but |eft them not attached to the
torso so | could mask and paint the details without having to
paint over thered metallic base coat. Thetwo halvesof thetorso
were painted in the same manner before gluing them together.
The seams on the torso would be marginally visible on the
finished model.

| chose aMetallic Red and Gold for my model. | used Testors
Model Master Acrylic over a basecoat of Tamiya light gray
primer. The colors used were number 4633 Stop Light Red and
4671 Gold. Thepainting wasdoneaccording totheinstructions.

After the paint dried, | mixed up some black oil paint and
turpenoid for awash for themodel. | used abrush to apply the
wash, and after it dried for about twenty minutes, | used apaper
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towel with a bit of turpenoid to wipe off the excess and the
smudges. A final coat of Futurewas sprayed lightly to even out
the finish once the paints had dried.

The base (Figure 7) was painted with several different metallic
paints, and again these colors are left up to the modeler's own
tastes. | had drilled holesin the mounting pinsfor thefigure on
the base so | could run the wires for the electronics. They ran
throughthelegsand were connected toamini jack that had been
mounted on the base. The power can be plugged in later from
either a battery pack or awall wart.

Several add-ons are already available from CultTvman hobby
shop, including aTony Stark head, adifferent base, and aset of
masking templates for the model. There are also some
replacement resin parts available, but | have been unable to
locate them again. -

Bill
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IncLupEs BEACHING GEAR

The" Tail" of Two Seamasters:
A Mach?2 - Anigrand Comparo

by
"Bondo" Phil Brandt, |PM S #14091

he Martin SeaM aster was quite an ambitious project: asix

hundred knot nuclear weapon-capable seaplane, a main
player inthe Navy'senvisioned Strategic Strike Force (SSF) of
the early Fifties. The plane'stortuous nine-year devel opmental
struggle was just starting to see daylight when the plug was
pulled in 1959. The SeaMaster had simply been overcome by
events and program cost overruns. The launching of large,
nuclear-powered fast carriers with nuclear-capable A3J
Vigilantesaboard, and the nuclear submarineforce armed with
Polaris missiles had figuratively sunk a weapons system that
needed expensive refueling/maintenance stations which were
sitting ducksfor attacking enemy air forces. And, SAC certainly
wasn't too excited either over a naval threat to its strategic
bomber supremacy It'sshameful that Navy policy of theFifties
didn't allow even one complete example of the SeaMaster to
survive in amuseum.

Kit History

Brown just dropped off the my latest acquisition from Sprue
Bros, theinjected Mach2 P6M-2Martin SeaM aster. Thisrelease
isthefourth 1/72" iteration— Revell led theway in SeaM aster
kits with its box scale release in the Fifties — to enter the
WeirdnessWorksDepartment of theBondo I ndustriesDifficult
Kit Division: Airmodel'srelatively crudevac of at | east twenty-
fiveyearsago; thedlightly undersized Stratosphere Modelsvac
from the Great White North; the recent Anigrand all-resin
releasefromtheformer Crown Colony of Hong K ong; and now
Mach 2'slatest from the Land of the Maginot Line.

Sincethe Anigrand (USD $98) and Mach 2 (M SRP USD $120;
Sprue Bros. $100) kits are within a couple bucks of each other,
not counting shipping. Let'slook 'em both over to seewhere our
discretionary funds should be directed. Mach2 bashers, moi
included, may be surprised!

Molding

Asper usual, the Anigrand resin componentsare smooth (not as
much though as, say, those of Planet Models) and delicately
engraved. Very few, if any, bubbles. Some damages such asa

broken (and missing) cockpit floor. Occasionally incorrect
components; my SeaMaster came with two left-hand floats.
Arnold at Anigrand sent correct replacements.

TheMach2low pressure, limited runinjection molding process
features, as always, large spigots, short shots (just one small
place in this kit — an exhaust can), many gection pin marks
(which often prevent proper joining of components, and must
be Dremeled off) and considerableflash. If you've got Mach2,
you know you're gonna be on "clean-up" detail for hours.

The SeaM aster box seemsto beabout 1/4" short alongitslength
to safely enclosethetwo very long spruesthat comprisethekit.
Because the sprues had so little
clearance in the typically flimsy
Mach2 box, thethinwingtipswere
bent and, in fact, onetip was torn
off and found floating about |oose
inthebox. However, thesoft plastic
make bending back into shape an
easier job than for most kits.

SHAPE AND ACCURACY ISSUES

Fuselage

The deeper, "fatter," nose section of the Mach2 fuselage is
immediately evident, and turns out to be much more correct
when compared with photos of both the pre and production
airframes. The Anigrand forward fuselage is less deep by
roughly 1/4", and the radome assembly is much longer and
more pointed than in thereal deal. | have a suspicion that, just
asinthe case of theincorrectly shaped Anigrand C-124 engine
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cowlings(that | reviewed ayear
or so ago), the lines of the
master model may have been
taken from original Airmodel
vac kit 1/72" drawings. The
strange C-124 cowling profiles
matchedtheincorrect Airmodel
drawings exactly, as does the
Anigrand SeaMaster fuselage
when placed over the
corresponding Airmodel
drawing. Hmmmm!

Mach?2 has correctly modeled asmall changein the production
spray rail mounted ontheforward fuselage/radome. That is, the
rail doesn't go al the way around the nose of the radome.
Anigrand's version is that of the pre-production airframe, and
they make no mention of ateringit for the P6M version. Guess
yajust hafta know.

Anigrand decided to cast each —
longfuselagehal fintwo pieces,

probably out of packaging \
considerations, but this choice

invariably leads to surface

discrepancies when the keyed

halves are joined. Resin is

famous for differential

shrinkagein large parts, and, even with careful dry fitting, both
fuselage joints in my started model will need puttying and
careful block sanding. Mach2 avoids this pitfall by doing two
one-piece fuselage halves.

Anigrand's Dual Version Features

The Anigrand release can, in theory, be built either as a pre-
production X P6M or aproduction P6M; the Mach2 releaseisa
production P6M-2all theway. Inpractice, however, theAnigrand
P6M productionversion built OOB will berelatively inaccurate
due to wings and engine nacelles.

Wings
The "cathedral" (anhedral) of the Anigrand pre-production
wingsistoo muchto correctly represent the production variant;
P6M wings had distinctively less anhedral, enough lessthat at
rest the whole airplane rocked to one side or the other, putting
therespectivewingtip float inthewater and the oppositesidein
theair. Whilewe'retalking about wings, the depth of theairfoil
cross section in the Anigrand
release is significantly (1/4")
slimmer thanthat of theMach2.
- Head-on pix of both pre- and
« productionversionsreveal that
' a"fatter" wing is indeed more
Hh correct.
Inthereal production P6M — | don't know if the pre-production
version had it because the engine nacelles splayed outward

more—theintersection of each
wing's trailing edge and the
fuselagehasasmall fairing that
extendsaft, beyond thetrailing
edge. This fairing accom-
modates the profile of the aft
engine nacelle. The Anigrand -

kit doesn't feature this, Mach2

does.

Engine Nacelles

Theaft end of the production (J75) engine nacel lesfurnished by
Anigrand are, although labeled as being for the P6M,
insufficiently "jacked up" abovethewingtrailing edge, and are
more like those of the pre-production, Allison J71-engined
ones. Thisfeature of the P6M-2 isvery evident in pictures, and
iscorrectly captured by Mach2. Further, Mach2 enginenacelles
include late model options such as large splitter plates (to
reduce engine-out buffet), nacelle spoiler strips on the nacelle
tops and flow reversal fencesin the intakes.

Clear Parts
There's only one in the Mach2 kit, and it's REALLY bad:
incorrectly mastered and poorly produced. Compared to
Anigrand's accurate, clear, thin, vacuform late model
windscreen/canopy (that kit offers both versions), the Mach2
canopy continuesalongtradition of clunky, rough, Cokebottle-
= thick, somewhat opaque,
injected clear (and | use that
term loosely) components.
Mach2 veterans will under-
stand my drift.

Photos of production (and pre-
production) SeaM aster cockpit
areas plainly show that there
are no small, extra outboard
windscreen panels wedged
between the two main panels
that form avee onthefuselage
centerline and the two
triangular outboard panel sthat
sweep around the windscreen
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corner tojointhebulbous, redesigned canopy. No how, noway!

Additionally, the real deal SeaMaster windscreen comes to a
much sharper veethanthat provided by Mach2, whichessentialy
goes straight across (no vee). Metal frame dividers between
windscreen panels are much slimmer in the real thing; the
Mach2 dividers look more like something from an AFV!

And,toaddinsulttoinjury, thereisavery noticeableproduction
"dent" right in the middle of the Mach2'sright side canopy top.
Apparently thisisn't aonetimeflaw; anice SeaM aster review to
be published in a forthcoming club newsletter by Neal |zumi
mentions this same dent.

Thecaringmodeler hastworemedial choiceshere, bothrelatively
painful:

1) If you're lucky enough to already have the Anigrand kit, its
vac canopy will just barely fit (I
triedit) theopeningintheMach2
fuselage. You'll still have to fill
in the too-sharp windscreen |
corner of the fuselage to match
the correct windscreen sweep-
around, however.

2) Use the Mach2 canopy as the
basis of a new vacuform master, as|'m going to do. Lotsafun,
butit'sreally necessary, andyou'll still havetofill in (and round
off) the "old" windscreen corner in the fuselage. If I, in my
100°F +Texas garage, can manufacture a correct, clear,
vacuformed windscreen/canopy, why can't Mach2? We
purchasersof thisrelatively big-buck kit areowed awindscreen/
canopy recall by Mach2. Y eah, that'll happen!

Compared with thismajor flaw — notice | didn't use "fatal" —
the recent Eduard Me.109 canopy shape flap that has engulfed
Hyperscale L uftwaffe hordesisasagrain of sand onthe beach!

Cockpits

Both manufacturers do a minimally adequate job — we're
certainly not talking Tamiyagawa here — of representing a
cockpit. Mach2 furnishes more raised detail: sidewall boxes,
instrument panel gauges, etc.; somewhat crude, but better than
Anigrand, which providesno sidewall detail and no instrument
panel gauges. It's more important, though, to have some detail
inthe production P6M becauseitsbulbous, clear canopy reveals
much more cockpit areathan doesthe X P's sheet-metal "roof."
TheMach?2 seatshave no harness detail; the Anigrand seatsdo.
Maybe I'll substitute aftermarket seats such as, say, True
Details ESCAPAC units, with the Mach2 headrests added.

Beaching Gear

It's hard to believe that Anigrand doesn't offer any beaching
gear, let alone thelarge, distinctive SeaM aster beachingtrolley.
Pour moi, inclusion of this"busy" piece of gear isanimportant
selling point of theoverall Mach2 offering, even consideringits

flawed canopy. And, the chrome yellow trolley provides
welcome color contrast to the large expanse of Sea Blue
airframe. The vivid box art graphically illustrates my point.

Anaside: thebox art painting appearsto betaken directly from
an oft-seen, dramatic color photo of the YP6M taxiing out of
the water perched on said trolley. Since the kit represents the
P6M, the artist attempted to make the more angular, shrouded
cockpit areaof theY Pappear instead ascovered by thebulbous,
almost hemispherical, clear-roofed canopy of the production
model. Thesharptransition astheaft canopy linegoesfromthe
vertical to the horizontal is a dead giveaway that this ain't the
real deal. Nicetry!

Decals

The Anigrand decal sheet accurately reproduces (decent
2 resolution and color) the
markingsof thepre-production
XP SeaMaster. The Mach2
sheet is, well, it's what we've
cometoexpect: relatively thick,
somewhat fuzzy stencils and
off-white numerals/tailcodes.
The production P6Ms had very few markings, so it should be
easy to substitute Aeromaster, etc. aftermarket letters, numbers
andnational insignia. At least thebright whiteof theaftermarket
|etterswill matchthebright whiteflying surfacesand undersides!

Instructions
Both companies are masters at furnishing minimal text, B& W
instruction sheets. This category's a draw.

Conclusion

Never thought I'dever writethisphrase, but " AdvantageMach2!"
If you can just avert your eyes from the stock windscreen/
canopy mess, the overall kit's more accurate and, with the
trolley inclusion, adecidedly better value. =’

“Bondo” Phil
Reference
By far themost comprehensive book onthe SeaM aster isSP6M Martin
SeaMaster by Stan Piet and Al Raithel, 2001, Martineer Press, Bel
Air, Maryland 21014.
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Stay Little Valentine, Stay!

Gaso.Line 1/48" Valentine Tracks (GAS48076)
Cost: €5.43 (about $7.80)
Parabellum 1/48™" Photoetched Set (PM E-48001)
Cost: €6.52 (about $9.12)

OOB Review by Eric Choy
IPMS #44323

hanksto Tamiyaand Hobby Boss' major backing with new
releases, there has been arenewed interest in 1/48" scale
armor modeling in the last few years. Even the discontinued
Bandai kits of yesteryears receive much attention on eBay as
they arebeing traded handsomely in the $30 to $40 range. Well
if you've been thinking of ridding that "laughable and

unphotographable" Bandai/ =
FumanValentineinyour closet, ,E‘ﬁtglﬁl!mg,',‘t"? Tank MKII
you might want to reconsider § - -

letting it stay awhile longer. |
can recommend a couple of
recent make-over sets to
"changeahair or two" andbring

it up to the 21t Century
modeling standard.

Thefirst oneisalink-to-length track kit from Gaso.Line. This
French company should beno stranger to any hard-corequarter-
scale armor modeler. They have been producing AFV kitsin
thisscalefor years. Includedinthiskit are2 new drivesprockets
and 173resintracks (two 35-link sections, two 24-link sections,
four 8-link sections, and 23 individual links). Since84 linksare
needed for each side, you'll only have five leftoversin case of
"accidental" disappearanceinto the carpet or for the sparetrack
racks. The resin pieces are cast with minimal flash, and
constructionappearseasy enoughfor anyonewho hasexperience
with resin track installation.

The second set is a photo-etched (PE) detail set by Parabellum
of England. I'm not familiar with this English mail-order
company, and until now | do not know of anyone who makesa
PE set for the Valentine (all the more reason to grab one while
you can!). On the PE fret are 80 parts to replace the kit's thick

fender brackets and add new items like tool boxes, storage
bins,engine deck hinges, handles, etc. The brassis of typical
thickness (0.15mm) used by other big Czech PE guys like
Eduard and Hauler. These PE parts should make you "smile
with your heart" and enhance the look of your model
tremendously.

PABRS ELLU
T TR
50 "‘.:." ; _ 5

BruceBurdonand | both concur that theold Bandai armor series
aredecent kits, and theweakest links of thesekitsaretherubber
band tracks. Withthehelp of thenew resintracksand PE update
set, you can definitely makeyour Valentineoneof your favorite
works of art. Both items are highly recommended.

Both kits were purchased from Gaso.Line website (http:/
www.quarter-kit.com) courtesy of my wallet. =<

Eric

p.s. For those who long for abrand new Valentine, an all-resin
kit isin the work by MR Modellbau of Germany. No word on
the release date yet, but news is posted periodically on their
website www.mrmodellbau.de.

Modeling Day

Part 111
from Bob Bethea

he next Modeling Day is set for Saturday July 11", 2009

from 10:00 AM until 4:45 PM. It will be held at the Shady
Hollow Community Center on DoeRun off of Slaughter Lane
in South Austin.

We would love to have anyone interested in ANY kind of
modeling to show up. We have plenty of tables, chairs, and
room. Bring along your own extralighting if the fluorescents
aren't enough for you. You can build or paint your models or
figures, andwewill havealot of capablefolksdoingclinicsand
hel ping newcomers. If you just want to comesit and talk, you're
welcomed to do so also.

We have arefrigerator and a microwave available. So, you're
welcomed to bring any food itemfor yourself or othersto share.
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However, we traditionally order pizza for lunch. Everyone
throws in some money so we don't have to leave to eat.

DIRECTIONS:

From MoPac: Take MoPac (Loop 1) south and exit on to
Slaughter Lane. GoLEFT (east) for about 1.5 miles, and at the
Brodie Lanetraffic light, turn RIGHT onto Brodie. Go down
into the Shady Hollow SubdivisiontoDoeRun andturn LEFT.
Go two blocksdown Doe Run and the Community Center ison
the right.

From Inter state 35: From either direction take the Slaughter
Lane Exit off of 1-35. Go EAST on Slaughter Lane (left if
you'recoming from San Antonio or right if you'recoming from
Austin) and go about 5.5 milesto Brodie L ane. At the traffic
light, turn LEFT (south) onto Brodie. Go down into the Shady
Hollow SubdivisiontoDoeRun andturn LEFT. Gotwo blocks
down Doe Run and the Community Center is on the right.

There'splenty of parking onthe sideand behind the community
center. If you get lost, you can give meacall on my cell phone
at (512) 784-7002. <

Bob
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Summer Picnic and Auction
Set for July 18"

iththetemperature soaringintothetripledigitsinthelast

few weeks, thisyear'ssummer picnicisdefinitely going
to be an indoor affair. As usual, it'll be held at ASMS party
central: Mike and Sally Kachoris house in Mountain City.
The date of the picnic is set for July 18,

To reduce the cost of BBQ this year, the club is asking for a
minimum of $5 per family for those who attend. We also need
to know ahead of time how many inyour party are attending. If
you havenot replied to the eviteemail, pleaselet usknow at the
next meeting so we can get a accurate head count for the BBQ.

Here are the basics of the picnic for those of you who are new
or needed reminding again:

You and your family are invited. The club will provide the
BBQ, and club membersbring sidedishes, drinks, and desserts.
Mikeand Sally have no free booze, so if you want to drink, you
haveto bring your own beer, wine or any other a coholic toxin.

For theclub auction, pleasebring oneor more modeling-rel ated
item, such asakit, book, or decal. These donations do not have
to be brand new or shrink-wrapped, but they should bein good
condition with no missing parts or pages. The proceeds gained
in this auction will go directly to ASMS operating fund for
future events like our annual show, Christmas party or road-
trip. So clean out that closet and bring as many goodies as your
vehicle can carry.

The gift exchange for the ladies and gals attending has a $10
limit, and it can be arts & craft, coffee/tea basket, book, baked
goods with recipe, or whatever she fancies. Be sure it is
wrapped or gift bagged.

The picnic starts at 1:00pm, and a map to Mike and Sally
Kachoris' s house is on the page 13. In case you get lost, their
street address is 300 Pin Oak Ct., and their phone number is
262-3404. Seeyou al there!

Editor



Newsletter of the Austin Scale Modelers Society

11

Old Rumors & New Kits

trust everyone had a fabulous Fourth! The Bells did and
we'restill working onleftover brisket. That'sOK, it will soon
be gone and we'll make room for the BBQ that's going to be
served at theclub'sannual Eatin' Meetin' at theK achorismanor.

Between now and then, it'stimeto check the stash and seewhat
you can donate to the club's annual auction. All we ask is that
the kit or tool or book or whatever, be complete and in good
condition. That isto say, thekit should NOT be started, haveno
paintonit, and preferably all thepartsSTILL ontherunner! It's
a good idea to have decals included. If the bags have been
opened, that's OK as long as al the parts are there. There's
nothing so frustrating as getting an older OOP kit that you've
been looking for and finding a key part is missing and
replacements are not available.

So, be nice and be careful about your donations. There's
nothing that says you are limited on how much you donate.
Remember, thisisthe club's main money raising effort for the
September show.

So, show up with $5 (minimum) for the BBQ and some pocket
changefor thekit auction and be prepared to have agood time.
And if you buy back your own kit, that's OK. We won't tell!

Thingshavebeen sort of quiet ontherumor front. Can't say |'ve
heard anything that'snew other than the next batch of stuff from
Wing Nuts. Their kitsarereally nice and | think are worth the
price but they sell only direct to themodeler soyou can't just go
down to your LHS and pick one up. But, their website does
show someinteresting "future" releases. Thingis, thefutureis
probably some time this fall or even winter, when it will be
Spring in New Zealand!

| expect to see the newest 1/32™ fighter from Hasegawa later
this month or perhaps next. The Shoki or Tojo should be
released to the Japanese modelers about mid July so we can
expect them afew weekslater. From all accountsit will be an
excellent subject for 1/32™ since it was a rather compact
airplane. There are plenty of really wild schemes for the Tojo
and an unusual cockpit "opening" that will surely be dealt with
by the resin makers.

Eduard seems to have speeded up their release of Weekend
Editions. Their Spad XI1I came out just afew weeks ago and
now the Fokker E.V. is due anytime. Thisis agood one to do
if you don't want to do any rigging!

Since doing that Junkers D.I, I've gotten the bug to do some
more WW!I subjectsand thelittle high-wing Fokker seemslike
agood subject. Thisisto be followed on by the Bristol F.2B,
also in the weekend series. And don't forget the excellent
bargain in the F6F-3 Hellcat. Quickboost has a resin set to
convert the -3 Hellcat into a-3N version.

Eduard hasalot of new PE, asyou might expect, including aset
for the FM Pete from Hasegawa.

Did you know that this is the 40" anniversary of the first
successful landing onthemoon? Seemshardly possiblebut can
bethat long ago. And to cel ebratethe event, Revell-Monogram
has re-issued their 1/48" scale Lunar Landing diorama.

Revell-Germany has released a 1/118" scale kit of the Martin
Mariner. | know, it's sort of aflaky scale, but that may be just
thesizeforalittleMariner. Of course, | wouldliketo seeareally
good onein 1/72", but wemay havetowait abit longer for that.
Until then, try the little one.

Hobbycraft's1/32"P-51A Air Commandoeskitisstill new and
fromwhat | hear can be done up very convincingly. I'vealways
been partial to those planesin the CBI theater.

Italeri has a Regianne Re.2002 in 1/48" that looks like was
made by someone from Trumpeter. It's got scads of rivet
"dimples" but will probably look OK when finished. I've not
seen one on the shelves perhaps because it's sort of expensive.
But then what isn't. | just noticed that the 1/72™ B-24D from
Hasegawa now has a price tag of over $80. | still have afew
Adacdmy kits put aside, and they will dofor me. | doubt that I'll
be buying the Hasegawa kit although | know it's a dandy!

For you armor builders, Bronco has a new 1/35" A13 Mk.2
Cruiser tank and Dragon/Cyber Hobby hasaBefehisPanther G.
Tamiya has released a British LRDG Command Car with a
towed gun. Don't forget that Tamiya'snew Matildawill soonbe
here.

For you fansof WWI aircraft, don't forget that the 1/32™ Roden
RAF SE.5a is still new and seems to be a bargain since it
containsagood bit of PE plusafigure of Capt. McCudden and
markings for two of his aircraft. And for those of you with
trained spiders to do your rigging, check out Roden's Airco
DH.2 aso in 1/32". This should make a beautiful model.

Asusual, thereare somegood new booksontheshelvesaswell.
With the collection of kits| have, | find | need more reference
material, so it's encouraging to see that with the reissue of
Monograms vintage 1/48" North American T-6 kit, Specialty
Press has issued a book on the Texan. The old T-6 is still a
bargain and IMHO, the best kit of the type around.

There'salsoatitlefor you guyswanting something morerecent.
It's MiG Killers: A Chronology of American MiG Kills Over
Vietnam. If that interests you, check out the F/RF-4E Phantom
Il Photo Album and if you like to look at some outstanding
model work, takealook at the Advanced M odel Building book.

That'sall for July. Seeyou at the meeting and at the BBQ. Now
go build amodel! <
MB
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In the latest issue of ...

| PM S Jour nal

May/June 2009
Volume 21, Issue 3

. IPMS/USA Election
Candidates— Thefolksrunning
for office get their say...

e Broken Arrow — Building a
B-36B Peacemaker at the center of a mystery, by Stephen J.
Bathy;

* Clearing Up Canopy Problems— Floor polish, meticulous
preparation and other tips for transparencies, by Richard C.
Engar;

» Have Space Suit Will Travel — Scratchbuilding a scene
from Heinlein's 1958 sci-fi adventure, by Dan Thompson;

e Formative Fortress — Backdating Academy's B-17B into
the pioneering Y 1B-17, by Ben Guenther;

e Uniquely-Armed U-Boat — Converting Revell's 1/125"
U-99 into the flak-filled U-84, by T. Garth Connelly and Bob
Cicconi;

And much, much more!

By Modelers
— For Modelers ®

_Join IPMS/USA!

IPMS/USA is an organization dedicated to the fun of Scale
Modeling. Started by Jim Sage, of Dallas, Texas, in 1963, there
are now branches of IPMS all over the world.

Aspart of your IPMS/USA membership, you will receive The
IPMS Journal six times ayear. In it you will find stories of
interest on subjects such as aircraft, armor, automotive, ships,
and figures. You will also find listings of IPMS contests and
swap meets, hints and tips, and reviews. Membership also
qualifiesyouto participate in IPMS/USA sanctioned Regional
Contests, as well as our world-famous National Convention,
held each summer. Asamember, you'll also be able to access
our online Member's Forum where awide variety of society
and modeling topics are discussed. In addition, many hobby
shopsaroundthecounty offer discountsto | PM S/USA members.

To join IPMS/USA, simply use the form below or go to
www.ipmsusa.org and click Join I|PM S/USA! Payment may
be made via personal check, money order, or credit card.
Applications using Check or Money Order should be printed
upon completion of the registration process and mailed to:

IPMS/USA
Dept. H, P.O. Box 2475
North Canton, OH 44720-0475

For any questions or problems with your membership
application/renewal, please contact the IPMS/USA Officer
Manager, Ms. M.J. Kinney, at manager @ipmsusa.org

IPMS No.: Name: !
| FIRST M. . |
Gk :
i i
1 City: State: Zip: i
I Phone: email: |
| VISA/MasterCard Account # 5 2 = ]
; Exp. Date: i
: Signature: :
I O Adult: $25 ] Junior (17 years old or younger): $12 DOB: I
| O Canada & Mexico: $30 []Other Foreign: $32 [JForeign Air Mail: $55 i
| ] Family (Adult dues + $5, one set magazines,# of membership cards required:__) |
g [ If recommended by an IPMS member, ;
i list his/her name and member number (name) — (IPMS#) i
L IPMS/USA " iormcumon |

North Canton, OH 44720-0475
IL Check out our web page: www.ipmsusa.org : -!
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Summer Picnic and Auction

July 18, 1:00pm

Map to Mikeand Sally Kachoris's Place

Mountain City Drive
(Sign)
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Next Meeting:
July 14, 2009
at
Austin TerrazasLibrary
(1105 E. Cesar Chavez Streset)
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