
News  •  Articles  •  Features  •  Opinions  •  Advice  •   News  •  Articles  •  Features  •  Opinions  •  Advice  •   
February 2024

 What’s UP?    What’s UP?   Old Rumors & New Kits  Tracked Topics Old Rumors & New Kits  Tracked Topics 

Winterblitz 2024Winterblitz 2024
 by Tim Robb by Tim Robb

Detail and Scale’s P-47 Detail and Scale’s P-47 
Thunderbolt Thunderbolt 

by Floyd Werner



Page 2

ASMSASMS Sprue examiner February 2024

IPMS/USA Support the Troops 

Initiative

The IPMS/USA initiative was established 
to provide model kits, supplies and 
reference materials to our servicemen 
and women serving in combat 
zones, recovering in hospitals, and 
rehabilitating in specialized facilities.
The program is expanding into other 
areas as well. Some local programs 
take place in USO facilities, some are 
centered around active duty personnel 
and are scattered across the country.
The IPMS/USA Support The Troops 
program is still going full-tilt. The 
national program director is Jon Emery. 
Jon is accepting any and all contributions 
and is sharing them with all of the active 
programs around the country.

www.models4troops@gmail.com

Tim Robb - President;  president@austinsms.org

Ron McCracken - Vice-President;  vicepresident@austinsms.org

Aaron Smischney - Finance Minister;  treasurer@austinsms.org

Seth Souza - Secretary;  secretary@austinsms.org

Rick Herrington - Newsletter Editor;  editor@austinsms.org

Show Coordinator;  showcoordinator@austinsms.org

Mike Gilsbach - Webmaster;  webmaster@austinsms.org

Ben Morton - IPMS/USA Coordinator;  chaptercontact@austinsms.org

ASMS Officers & Chairpersons

Austin Scale Modelers Society (ASMS) is a chartered 
chapter of International Plastic Modelers Society (IPMS/
USA). ASMS meets on the third Thursday of each month. 
Anual dues for full membership are $25/individual or $30/
family. The views expressed in this newsletter are those of 
the authors. It is intended for educational purposes only. 

ASMS does not endorse the contents of any article.

Page 3   The President’s Soapbox

Page 4   House Cleaning

Page 5  Winterblitz 2024 by Tim Robb

Page 09 Build and Bull North by Rick Herrington  

Page 09  Detail and Scale P-47 Thunderbolt by Tim Robb

Page 14 What’s Up Wid You? 

Page 20  Old Rumors and New Kits:

Page 20 New and In View by Ron McCracken        

Page 26  Shipping News - by Rick Herrington

Page 28 Tracked Topics by Panzer Lehr

     

www.austinsms.org

www.wmbros.com

www.ctsms.org

Phil Brandt (in memorium)
Eric Choy  Angela Forster
Jeff Forster   Russ Holm

Rick Willaman  Jack Johnston
Mike Krizan  Rick Herrington 

Dragon’s Lair comics and fantasy

www.kingshobbyshop.com

www.austinarmorbuilders.com

Our SponsorsCONTENTSCONTENTS



Page 3

ASMSASMS Sprue examiner February 2024

B Y   T I M  R O B B

Greetings fellow modelers.

  Our meeting this week will have some fun business to attend to as well as our usual show ‘n tell 
and a fun presentation.  Our business portion of the meeting can be boring so we try 

to keep it short.  
 The fun business this month is choosing what the special awards will be for our 2024 

Capitol Classic, AND choosing subjects for our Procrastinator Challenge quarterly contest.   We 
will pass out 3x5 cards at the meeting.  On your’s you will write your name and five kits you have 

started that are now languishing on your shelf of doom.   We will then pass in the cards, shuffle and 
deal them out. We will then choose for someone else which kit to finish for the quarterly contest.  

The cards then go back to the owners and we find out our assignment.  Fun!   If
 you cannot attend the meeting but want to participate then send your list to the meeting by proxy 

or to me by text or email.   

   Go Build a Model!

        Tim
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Third Thursday each month 
6:30 pm - 8:45 pm

at Mr. Tramp’s Sports Pub
8565 Research Blvd

Austin, TX 78758
No Reservations Neccessary!

ASMS MEETING

HOUSE CLEANING

ASMS Club Dues Are Due!

Annual ASMS club dues are $25.00/individual
or $30.00/family.

You may bring your dues to a club meeting or remit 
same to ASMS, 1928 Dragonfly Loop, Bastrop, TX  

78602.

Monthly Meeting Presentations:

Club Quarterly Contests

Events

Upcoming
Attractions

    

Charlie Hauptrief will be sharing his tips and 
tricks for building ship kits. Charlie is a 
Master builder, don’t miss it!
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Winterblitz 2024 
by Tim Robb

Saturday Jan. 20 saw the Winterblitz scale model contest at The Museum of the American G. I. in 
College Station, TX.   This was my first time to attend this show.  I had heard it is a lot of fun and I 
wasn’t disappointed.   This is a great model contest for armor at a great venue.   It is fantastic having 
the model display tables lined up right in front of the tanks in the museum.  
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There is an upstairs balcony ring around the central museum floor where dozens of uniforms are on 
display.  There is also a small adjoining room upstairs that accommodates around 25 vendor tables.   At 
a model show focused solely on armor and soldier figures the vendors focus largely on armor also, so 
25 tables gives a great vendor room selection for the modeler to shop, and of course there is a museum 
gift shop too.  
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   There were 364 models entered, all armor and soldier figures with armor accounting for about 90%.  
This is a great number, for comparison purposes our 2023 Capitol Classic show with categories for all 
genres had 388 entries, about 95 of those armor.   The armor modelers from Houston, San Antonio, 
and Austin really turned out for this armor focused event.   I saw Houston and San Antonio armor 
club t-shirts worn, and non IPMS clubs that I wasn’t aware of.  It was great to see these highly focused 
clubs exist.
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Master Modeler Alex De Leon was there with his great work.

   Although I’m an airplane modeler, I enjoyed 
this show very much.  Good models and a 
great crowd of happy modelers make for a 
great day. I’m looking forward to attending 
this show again.   

Go build a model!

Article photos by Tim Robb and Winterblitz 
staff.
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Build and Bull North 
by Rick Herrington.

The fourth Saturday of the month at Dragon’s    
Lair in Austin and time for another gathering to 
Build and Bull. Light turn out this month, Seth, 
Minh and Fred all working on Gundams and Rick 
Herrington working on a Tamiya Leopard 1.     

Detail and Scale’s P-47 Thunderbolt
by Floyd Werner.

This book is dedicated to my friend, Jerry Cran-
dall, aviation artist, historian, author, and scale 
modeler.  His painting appears on the cover of the 
‘book’.

When I say Detail & Scale you automatically 
think of a series of books that set the standard for 
books for modelers.  Excellent historic research, 
beautiful photos (including walk arounds), gor-
geous drawings, and the modelers section.  This 
book is no different.  The format has changed 
since the early days of D&S, but the content is 
even better now with the digital format.  
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Bert Kinzey and Rock Roszak are a winning 
team when it comes to putting these books to-
gether.  This book is available either in digital or 
printed format at Amazon, however, this review 
will only look at the digital format.

Why digital?  Well you can include so much 
more information and photos for no additional 
cost.  You can take you library wherever you go 
and it weighs next to nothing.  Just needs power.  
The other thing is that you can enlarge the text 
and the photos.  The text to make it easier to 
read for us old farts and the photos so you can 
pull up the details.  Also when you buy the book, 
if it is updated on the website you will get the 
updates.  
True you don’t get to flip through the pages but 
the benefits are worth the lack of paper.  So it is 
more environmentally friendly too.  
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This ‘book’ has 173 pages compared to the 102 
pages of the printed version.  There is one more 
photo and five more illustrations in the digital 
book.  There are 268 photos, with most of them 
being in full color from wartime sources.  The 
detail and clarity is phenomenal.

So what’s in the book to make it worth the price 
of admission?  Like most D&S books, it starts 
out with the history of the P-47 and then it 
addresses the variants from the XP-47B to the 
P-47N.  With the release of the new early P-47s, 
this section will be a boon for modelers.  

Some interesting highlights are the car door and 
flat windscreen on the XP-47B, as well as, the 
small windows on the P-47B. How about the Air/
Sea Rescue P-47s having their guns cut down to 
two guns per wing?  The two seat trainers are 
interesting as well.  The amount of detail that Bert 
has turned up in his research is remarkable. 

It is also explained in a clear and concise manner 
and often illustrated with line drawing pointing 
out the differences.

After covering each version in depth, D&S does 
what it does best, walk around photos of the 
variants.  Starting in the cockpit, fuselage, wings, 
props, engine, armament, and such.  Another in-
teresting note here is the change in cockpit colors 
from the different manufacturers on the B to the 
N.  Very useful stuff for the model builder.  The 
armament is really neat as well, including a close 
up of the smoke generator and rocket pods.  
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It is also explained in a clear and concise 
manner and often illustrated with line 
drawings pointing out the differences.

After covering each version in depth, D&S 
does what it does best, walk around photos of 
the variants.  Starting in the cockpit, fuselage, 
wings, props, engine, armament, and such.  
Another interesting note here is the change in 
cockpit colors from the different manufactur-
ers on the B to the N.  Very useful stuff for the 
model builder.  The armament is really neat as 
well, including a close up of the smoke 
generator and rocket pods.  

Then comes the part that sets D&S apart from 
the other references, the Modelers Section.  
Starting in the itty bitty scale of 1/144th up to the 
gargantuan 1/24th scale.  
I love how they really get down and dirty with 
what is right and what is wrong with each kit 
in each scale.  The Dora Wings P-47B in 1/48th 
scale is included.  Unfortunately, the MiniArt 
P-47s are not as they weren’t released as of the 
publication date.
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Overall, this is another stellar example of 
everything Detail & Scale have been known for, 
just in a different format.  
For those old school modelers, you can still get 
it in print, but why not embrace the new 
technology for all the reasons mentioned 
earlier.  If you were going to have one book on 
the Thunderbolt, this is that book.  Great job 
Detail & Scale.    
Highly recommended

Thanks to Detail & Scale for the review copy.  
You can obtain yours by going to the Detail & 
Scale website, https://www.detailandscale.com/
detail-scale-publications.  There you can find a 
link to the printed edition as well as the iBooks 
and Kindle versions of it. 
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What’s Up wid 

You?

ASMS/Bill Delk sponsors an on-line 
ZOOM meeting with whoever wants 
to join us to talk about models and 
life. It happens almost every Sunday 

at 4:00. 
Contact Bill Delk to have him send 
you a link to be able to get into the 

meeting. 
Everyone is welcome. 

Bill Delk’s e-mail address 
Falconfyredeuce@gmail.com.

Good models and a great presentation make 
for a super meeting. Let’s start off with Dave 
Edgerly. 
Dave is working on ZM’s 1/32 ME-109 G-14 
and says its much like building the real thing.
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Dave finished up his Alien Recon diorama.
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Clinton Bertrand shared his in progress 67 
Shelby.

Mike Gilsbach shared a couple of Bandai Star 
Wars projects with the group.

Fred Wang shared his limited edition Bandai 
Demi Trainer.
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Mike F shared his 1/72nd Sabre and a 1/24 Blue Camaro.

Tim Robb shared his 1/48 Tamiya A-10A.

Finally, this month’s winner of best model is Peter Dasso 
with his 1/72nd scale ICM B-26K.
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There was some important business conducted 
at the meeting, Officers were elected. Tim Robb 
was elected president, Ron McCracken as Veep, 
Aaron Smischney as treasurer and Seth Souza 
as Secretary.
The program at the meeting was conducted by 
Gordon Stiemans who discussed his method 
of German aircraft camouflage. Gordon had a 
visual presentation set up and after the presen-
tation were able to try it themselves. 

Thanks to everyone that shared his work with 
the group.
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New and In View Aircraft
by Ron McCracken

Old Rumors and New Kits

February is a short month, and the list of new releases is short as well. There is only one completely 
new tool, an AH-64A. But there are at least four re-releases with new parts that allow for different 
variants from the original kit. The balance are re-pops with new decals.

1/32nd Scale:

Revell has re-issued its F-16 Fighting Falcon in 50th Anniversary Royal Netherlands Air Force 
markings.
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1/35th Scale:

HobbyBoss has re-released their Storch as an Fi 156U, with new parts for what appears on the box 
art to be an Anti-Submarine patrol variant.

Meng has re-released their AH-64D as an IDF “Saraf ”  variant with new parts.
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Not to be outdone, Trumpeter has released a new-tool AH-64A Apache.

1/48th Scale:

Eduard has re-released their Fokker D.VIIF in a Weekend Edition with new decals. Remember, the 
Weekend Edition kits lack the photo-etch parts and masks typically provided with the standard kits.
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Eduard has re-released their Spitfire Vb early in a Weekend Edition.

Hasegawa has re-issued their T-2 as a T-2CCV in ADTW markings.
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1/72nd Scale:

Fine Molds has re-released their F-2A JASDF w/JDAM weapons as new parts.

Hasegawa has re-released their aging B-17F Flying Fortress in ‘Miami Clipper’ markings. This kit 
dates back to the ‘70s, when raised panel lines were still state-of-the-art, so beware.
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Hasegawa has re-released an F-2A/B (Japanese 
variant of the F-16) in ‘3SQ Veer Guardian23’ 

Hasegawa has re-released their F-35A Lightning II 
in ‘JASDF 301SQ 50 Anniversary’ markings.

Hasegawa has re-issued their SR-71A Blackbird 
with new decals.

Revell has re-released their Eurofighter Typhoon as an 
RAF variant with new decals in 1/144th scale.

ICM has released an OV-10D+ Bronco in 1/72nd based 
on their earlier OV-10A, with new parts.

And there you have it for February. Go build a model!
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Shipping News Shipping News 
by Rick Herringtonby Rick Herrington

Ahoy mates! New releases on 1/700 and 1/350. No shelf 
buster (1/200) releases this month. Let’s get started with 
1/700.
First up is AJM Models with a HMS Argus carrier.

Flyhawk has two new ones for us this month. The first 
is USS Bunker Hill. (CG-52) a Ticonderoga class missile 
cruiser.

Next from Flyhawk is the British cruiser HMS Achilles. 
The ship might be familiar to you from her clash with the 
DKM Graf Spee.

Riich Models is releasing a USS Ohio,

Vee Hobby has three new releases for us. two US cruisers and 
a battleship. The first is USS Houston CL-81.

The second is the USS Cleveland.
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Last from Vee is the fast battleship USS South Dakota.

Pit Road is releasing a US heavy cruiser of their own, the 
USS Pittsburgh.

Moving on to IJN stuff Fujimi has the light cruiser Agano 
as she appeared in 1944.

Last in 1/700 scale is Pit Road’s release of the Japanese 
light carrier Chiyoda.

Moving on to 1/350 scale Trumpeter is releasing HMS 
Naiad.

Aoshima has 3 Japanese cruiser kits for us in 1/350. The first 
is the heavy cruiser Ashigara.

Second is the heavy cruiser Takao as she appeared in 1942.
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Last in 1/350 from Aoshima is the IJN heavy cruiser 
Maya.

That’s all the wind in the sails for this month. Grab a kit 
from that stash and build it!

Tracked Topics
By Panzer Lehr

A good month for new releases so let’s start off with 1/72 
scale. First up is Armory with a Lance Missile system.

Ace is releasing a PAK 44.

DML is releasing a Sherman M4A4.

Finally in 1/72 Trumpeter is releasing  Sdkfz 8 12 ton 
German half-track.
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Moving on to 1/35th scale Ace has a Bundeswehr 
utility vehicle for us, the Iltis.

Amusing Hobby is releasing an M1 Abrams X,

Amusing Hobby also has a Ukrainian T-72 AV.

Border is releasing a Ukrainian Leopard 2A6.

Tamiya has a Leopard 2A7V.

DML is  re-releasing their Panther A model.
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DML is also releasing a Pzkfw 3K

Takom is releasing a Tiger 1 mid production. 
This is a limited edition with a figure of Otto 
Carius and zimmerit included.

RFM is releasing an M1A2 SEO V3.

Riich Models is releasing a Universal Carrier. 

Last in 1/35th from Tamiya is not wheeled or 
tracked but I thought needed to be shared with 
the modeling community. Tamiya is releasing a 
set of German machine gunners. The reason I’m 
excited about these figures as their last few sets 
have been stellar and there is no reason to believe 
that these won’t be also.
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On to shelf buster scale (1/16) we have releases. 
The first is from Gecko with a PAK 40.

Das Werk is releasing a PAK wagen (251/22} 
The model depicts a D version 251 with a PAK 
mounted on it.

The last release in 1/16 is by trumpeter and is a Porsche 
turret Tiger 2.

Andy’s Hobby Headquarters in collaboration with 
Takom has been instrumental in developing 1/16 
releases. He as a Tiger 1 early for us including a 
tank commander figure.

That’s it for this month. See you at the meeting!
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IPMS USA is soliciting articles. We’ve got 
some great modeller’s in this area and 
you can help the mother organization to 
flourish by submitting an article to the 
Journal.
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7801 N. Lamar Blvd.,  Ste B169, 

Austin, TX 78753

(512) 836-7388

kinginfo@kingshobbyshop.com

http://www.kingshobbyshop.com

Something for Everyone!
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Join International Plastic
Modeler’s Society / USA

 IPMS/USA is dedicated to the hobby (and 
fun) of Scale Modeling. It was started by Jim 
Sage, of Dallas, Texas, in 1964. There are now 
branches of IPMS all over the world. Our Local 
Regions and Chapters sponsor Model shows 
and contests every year, but you needn’t be a 
member to visit the shows or attend the club 
meetings!

     With IPMS/USA Membership, you will 
receive the outstanding IPMS/USA Journal six 
times a year - it includes features on all 
modeling subjects such as aircraft, armor, 
automotive, ships, figures - you name it! You 
will also find listings of IPMS contests, swap 
meets, hints and tips, and reviews.
Membership also qualifies you to participate 
in IPMS/USA sanctioned contests, and par-
ticularly in our
World-famous National Convention, held 
each summer. As a member, you’ll also be 
able to access our online Discussion Board, 
where a wide variety of modeling topics are 
discussed, and enjoy interaction with other 
serious modelers for help with questions 
about modeling techniques or the Society in 
general. Many Hobby Shops and Model Ven-
dors around the USA offer discounts to IPMS/
USA Members.

Visit us at:  http://www.ipmsusa.org/
Join up online at:  http://www.shopipmsusa.
org/category-s/100.htm

For any questions or problems with your 
membership application/renewal, please con-
tact the IPMS/USA
Officer Manager at    manager@ipmsusa.org

International Plastic Modelers’ Society/USA

Membership Application / Renewal Form

New � Renewal � IPMS#: _____________

Name: __________________________________________________

______

Address: _________________________________________________

_____

City: ______________ State: ________________ Zip Code: 

_____________

Phone: ___________________ E-Mail: 

______________________________

Chapter Affiliation, if any: _______________________________

Junior (17 years or younger) � $17.00 Date of Birth _________

AduIt One year � $30.00

Two years � $58.00

Three years � $86.00

Canada & Mexico � $35.00

Foreign Surface � $38.00

Family � Adult fee + $5.00

# of cards? ___

Your Signature: ______________________________________

If recommended by an IPMS member, please provide his/her:

Name: _______________________________ IPMS #: ______

PAYMENT OPTIONS:

Cash � Amount: ____________

Check� Check #: ______ Amount: ____________

Where did you hear about IPMS/USA? Please check all that apply:

� Local model club

� Friend

� Ad in IPMS Journal

� Facebook

� Ad in other magazine

� Internet search

� IPMS web site

� I’m a former member rejoining

� Other ____________

Applications should be printed and mailed to:

IPMS/USA

P.O. Box 1411

Riverview, FL 33568-1411
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5500 Jack C Hays Trail, Kyle, Texas 78640, 

(512) 504-3404

10:00 am – 06:00 pm
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Austin’s premier source for 

comics and gaming.

2438 W. Anderson Ln, 

Suite B-1 

Austin, TX 78757


