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IPMS/USA Support the Troops 

Initiative

The IPMS/USA initiative was established 
to provide model kits, supplies and 
reference materials to our servicemen 
and women serving in combat 
zones, recovering in hospitals, and 
rehabilitating in specialized facilities.
The program is expanding into other 
areas as well. Some local programs 
take place in USO facilities, some are 
centered around active duty personnel 
and are scattered across the country.
The IPMS/USA Support The Troops 
program is still going full-tilt. The 
national program director is Jon Emery. 
Jon is accepting any and all contributions 
and is sharing them with all of the active 
programs around the country.

www.models4troops@gmail.com

Tim Robb - President;  president@austinsms.org

Ron McCracken - Vice-President;  vicepresident@austinsms.org

Aaron Smischney - Finance Minister;  treasurer@austinsms.org

Vince Hutson - Secretary;  secretary@austinsms.org

Rick Herrington - Newsletter Editor;  editor@austinsms.org

Show Coordinator;  showcoordinator@austinsms.org

Mike Gilsbach - Webmaster;  webmaster@austinsms.org

Ben Morton - IPMS/USA Coordinator;  chaptercontact@austinsms.org

ASMS Officers & Chairpersons

Austin Scale Modelers Society (ASMS) is a chartered 
chapter of International Plastic Modelers Society (IPMS/
USA). ASMS meets on the third Thursday of each month. 
Anual dues for full membership are $25/individual or $30/
family. The views expressed in this newsletter are those of 
the authors. It is intended for educational purposes only. 

ASMS does not endorse the contents of any article.

Page 3   The President’s Soapbox

Page 4   House Cleaning

Page 5  RAF Duxford:: A visit by Dave Bottger

Page 11 Detail and Scale Volume 16: B-24 by Floyd Werner  

Page 16 You decide 2024: Officer elections

Page 17 What’s Up Wid You? 

Page 23  Old Rumors and New Kits:

Page 23 New and In View by Ron McCracken        

Page 34  Shipping News - by Rick Herrington

Page 38 Tracked Topics by Panzer Lehr

     

www.austinsms.org

www.wmbros.com

www.ctsms.org

Phil Brandt (in memorium)
Eric Choy  Angela Forster
Jeff Forster   Russ Holm

Rick Willaman  Jack Johnston
Mike Krizan  Rick Herrington 

Dragon’s Lair comics and fantasy

www.kingshobbyshop.com

www.austinarmorbuilders.com

Our SponsorsCONTENTSCONTENTS



Page 3

ASMSASMS Sprue examiner December 2023

B Y   T I M  R O B B

Merry Christmas to all.   We’ve had a great year and are poised for another in 2024. 
Please come to the December meeting!

At this meeting:   
1. We need to choose a show theme for our 2024 show.
2.  We will have a quarterly contest with gift certificate prizes open to white elephant kits built 
from last year’s Christmas Party exchange.
3. We will then have the model of the year vote.  Please bring any and all of your models that 
were voted model of the month at our 2023 meetings.   The white elephant winner is the Dec. 
Model of the month and in the MOY competition.
4.Whoever has the traveling White Elephant trophy please bring it to the meeting so I can have 
our new 2023 winner’s name added to it.
5. I have a few of the ASMS 50 YR. shirts that were ordered still to pass out.



Page 4

ASMSASMS Sprue examiner December 2023

Third Thursday each month 
6:30 pm - 8:45 pm

at Mr. Tramp’s Sports Pub
8565 Research Blvd

Austin, TX 78758
No Reservations Neccessary!

ASMS MEETING

HOUSE CLEANING

ASMS Club Dues Are Due!

Annual ASMS club dues are $25.00/individual
or $30.00/family.

You may bring your dues to a club meeting or remit 
same to ASMS, 1928 Dragonfly Loop, Bastrop, TX  

78602.

Monthly Meeting Presentations:

Club Quarterly Contests

Events

Upcoming
Attractions

    

This month we have an open 
quarterly contest with prizes.

The Model of the Year contest is 
this month also.

ASMS Christmas Party

12/16/2023

Model Fiesta 42

02/10/2024

New Braunfels 

Convention Center
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RRAAFF Duxford: A visit by Dave Bottger.

In September I realized a lifelong dream by traveling to England. In addition to the usual tourist 
sites, I of course made it a point to visit air museums. 
The first was the Imperial War Museum Duxford. Duxford was built in 1917 as a training base for 
the Royal Flying Corps and was an important fighter base during World War II, first for the Royal 
Air Force and later for the U.S. 78th Fighter Group, immortalized as The Duxford Boys.
Duxford is not far from London but getting there was a bit complicated by the fact that the closest 
tube station is about 2½ kilometers (about 1½ miles) away. Walking was out of the question since 
we’d have to cross several highways. Fortunately the front desk clerk at a nearby hotel was kind 
enough to call us a cab.

Bristol fighter
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Duxford is still a working airfield. When we visited, we saw several Tiger Moths on the ground 
and in the air. The real treat for me was a two-seater Spitfire, converted by the addition of a second 
cockpit behind the first. You can book a ride for a mere £4,600 (about $5,700). I didn’t. Still, it was a 
great thrill to see and hear it taxiing and flying. 
Duxford consists of seven buildings housing aircraft and in the last, land vehicles: AirSpace, Flying 
Aircraft (restoration and maintenance of flying aircraft), Air and Sea, Battle of Britain, Conserva-
tion in Action (preservation and restoration), the American Air Museum and Land Warfare. In 
addition, there is a Battle of Britain ops block which was used in 1940.

Two seat Spitfire.
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Fairey Swordfish



Page 8

ASMSASMS Sprue examiner December 2023

As you might expect, the Battle of Britain building was impressive, housing several actual partici-
pating aircraft, including a Spitfire, Hurricane, Bf 109 and C.R. 42. In the Flying Aircraft building is 
another Spitfire which was donated to the museum on condition that it fly once a year. We missed 
its annual flight by a week.
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Hawker Fury
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The American Air Museum was a bit of a disappointment. Although it contains quite a few aircraft, 
they are crowded in, making it difficult to take good photos. Several aircraft are post-World War II 
vintage, which seemed somewhat out of place. Still, it’s well worth the short additional walk.
The aircraft depicted in these photos are original airframes, not reproductions.

In progress restoration of HE-162 Salamander

Zero firewall
Zero fuselage.
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Detail and Scale Volume 16:
B-24

a
review by Floyd Werner

Originally published in 2000, the printed edition of this book, like many of the D&S books, were 
limited by the production costs.  With the advent of digital technology and reduced printing cost by 
using on demand printing, the B-24 Liberator is finally given the coverage that it deserves.  
Produced in more numbers than any other US aircraft during World War II, the B-24 fought on 
every front, from the jungles of the South Pacific to the snow covered terrain of Alaska, to England, 
and North Africa.  Not only was it produced for the USAAF but versions were used by the Navy as 
well.  There were bomber variants, photo recon planes and cargo aircraft as well.  The B-24 is 
often overshadowed by the B-17 when talking about the airwar over Europe, but it played a pivotal 
part in bringing down the Third Reich.  It flew farther, faster and carried more bomb load than the 
B-17.  
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But why redo this book?  More information has come to light including new color photos coming 
from Dana Bell and Stan Piet, plus the new format allows better coverage than previously allowable. 
The book starts off with the Liberator History, including the decision to pursue the aircraft when 
the country was not at war.  Through production delays and numerous changes the B-24 is quite the 
convoluted aircraft. 
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The prototypes are covered starting with the 
XB-24.  The design was relatively unchanged 
from this first prototype, however, the versatil-
ity of the design allowed variants, such as the 
LB-30 Transport aircraft, to be made.  I like 
how every version’s differences are addressed.  
This will prove a boon to the modeler.  The
 variety of paint schemes will ensure that even 
the hardest modeler will find something to like.  
I liked the OD over white paint scheme.  
The XB-41 heavily armed bomber escort is par-
ticularly interesting.  Think B-24 ith a 
B-17G nose turret and extra turret on top.  Ev-
ery version of the Liberator is covered, includ-
ing one off ’s.   
After the history, we come to the meat and 
potatoes of a Detail & Scale book, the details.  
Where appropriate color photos are included, 
but the black and white ones are very clear and 
provide useful information. 
We start in the cockpit and work our way 
through the airframe.  Differences are pointed 
out along the way so the modeler can have an 
accurate interior.  The color breakdown in the 
cockpit is interesting as well, utilizing the 
unrestored interior of the USAF Museum 
aircraft it is possible to see the differences in 
colors used in the cockpit.  The incorporation 
of zinc chromate, bronze green, neutral grey 
and unpainted metal makes for a dramatic 
look that is much more interesting than the 
standard zinc chromate.  Where possible the 
different variants are covered.  This section will 
make the modeler very happy indeed.  While 
looking at the differences, there is a lot of nose 
art that will inspire modelers and hopefully 
decal manufacturers.
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Following the B-24 section is the interesting 
development of the Privateer.  Like the B-24, 
the history is covered and followed by the detail 
photos that emphasize the differences between 
the two aircraft, besides the huge new tail.  
Now comes the section that I always love from 
Detail & Scale, the Modelers Section.  The B-24/
Privateer is covered in 1/144th to 1/32nd scale.  
Let’s just say that the B-24 has not been served 
well by the modeling community.  It doesn’t 
help that there were so many variants.  The best 
are the 1/72nd scale Hasegawa kits.  The 1/48th 
scale Monogram kit is reviewed as is the 1/32nd 
scale HobbyBoss kit.  I always love this section, 
even though I primarily only build 1/48.  
Included in this section is a special decal review 
of Pyn-Ups B-24 decals from the Ploesti raid, 
Operation Tidal Wave.  They are beautiful of 
course or they wouldn’t have reviewed them.
The amount of information included in this 
digital book is phenomenal.  Make sure to read 
the captions for the pictures as well as the text.  
There is lots of good information in them as 
well.  The new color pics really set this ‘book’ 
apart from others.  Like other Detail & Scale 
books the history, detail photos and Modelers 
Section are perfect for the modeler and histori-
an.  This is another winner from Detail & Scale.  
Highly recommended
Thanks to Detail & Scale for the review copy.  
You can get the digital or printed copy from 
their website at www.detailandscale.com .  You 
can also get the printed version from Sprue 
Brothers at www.spruebrothers.com .
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You Decide 2024

The term length on all ASMS elected offices is two 
years.  The terms of our current officers expire this 
January so elections are required at our January 
meeting   

Our by laws do not call for term limits.   The four 
elected offices are president, vice president, secre-
tary, and treasurer.   

Please, please, please obtain prior consent from 
anyone you wish to nominate for office before 
nominating them from the floor.  Here are the 
responsibilities of each office as written in our by 
laws.

President:
a)  conducts society meetings
b)  coordinates officers’ activities
c)  coordinates with other organizations as needed
d)  appoints chair persons for special functions as 
needed
e)  votes to break ties

Vice President:
a)  coordinates programs for society meetings:  
makes sure guest speakers and/or special equip-
ment is present as needed; works with individuals 
to develop special programs as determined by the 
president.
b)  assumes the duties of the president if the presi-
dent is unavailable.

President:
a)  conducts society meetings
b)  coordinates officers’ activities
c)  coordinates with other organizations as 
needed
d)  appoints chair persons for special functions 
as needed
e)  votes to break ties

Vice President:
a)  coordinates programs for society meetings:  
makes sure guest speakers and/or special equip-
ment is present as needed; works with individu-
als to develop special programs as determined 
by the president.
b)  assumes the duties of the president if the 
president is unavailable.

Secretary:
a)  maintains minutes of society meetings
b)  maintains society history
c)  responsible for society correspondence
d)  heads by laws committee as needed
e)  submits a full report at each regular meeting 
of the society
f)  maintains a roster of current members with 
phone numbers, street and email addresses.

Treasurer:
a)  collects society dues
b)  distributes society funds as necessary for the 
operation of the society with the approval of 
another officer
c)  maintains society financial records
d)  submits a financial status report at each 
regular meeting of the society
e)  submits a written report of financial affairs to 
the membership at least twice a year, preferably 
one after each year’s annual show and another 
one six months after
d)  the treasurer of the club shall be responsible 
for filing in a timely manner the annual 501c3 
tax return with the IRS.
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   As an FYI, the club also has five other
important positions, all of them appointed by the 
president and none having a specific term length:  
Newsletter Editor,  Webmaster,  Chairman of the 
Show Committee,  IPMS Chapter Contact,  and 
Social Media Director.  Each  of these positions 
has  responsibilities listed in the by laws.   

What’s Up wid 

You?

ASMS/Bill Delk sponsors an on-line 
ZOOM meeting with whoever wants 
to join us to talk about models and 
life. It happens almost every Sunday 

at 4:00. 
Contact Bill Delk to have him send 
you a link to be able to get into the 

meeting. 
Everyone is welcome. 

Bill Delk’s e-mail address 
Falconfyredeuce@gmail.com.

Let’s start off with Joaquin Ridgell’s 7-11 Ack-
guy. This is a 7-11 themed Gundam only 
available in Japan. It’s 1-144th scale.

Rick Herrington brought in his Bandai 1/4 scale 
Grogu kit.
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Our California representatice  Randy Bum-
gardner sent in some pictures of his in progress 
E-100.

Tim Robb brought in a “Started by Milton” kit, a 
Roden 1/144 DC-3

Dave Hunter shared a Bandai 1/144 RGM-89S 
Stark Jegan in a “what If ” sand and spinach 
camouflage scheme.

Jackson Hunter shared his three female 
Sternguards. Jackson 3d printed thses.
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Jackson also shared his Bandai 1/144 Calibarn. 
Jackson used SIMP decals and a pearlescent top 
coat.

Charlie Hauptrief improved his Trumpeter 
1/350 H-class battleship Ulrich von Hutten by 
adding Eduard’s crew figures.

Fred W shared his 1/100 Bandai MG Zaku 
warrior. Fred also used SIMP decals.
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Mike Gilsbach brought in another “Started by 
Milton” kit, a Monogram 1/72 F4C Phanton II.

Mike Figg shared his 1/48 Airfix Mk XIV con-
version.

Mike also shared a P-51 Mustang.

Ron McCracken brought in his Tamiya 1/72 F-8 
Mosquito.

Mike Gilsbach brought in his 1/32nd scale AR 
196 so that Charlie Hauptrief could see it.
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Matthew Brown brought in his theme award 
winner his Razorcrest.

Dave Edgerly sent in some pictures of his cur-
rent WIP’s. The engine is from a Wingnut Wings 
kit
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Gordon Stiemans shared two models with the group. The first was a Tamiya 1/48 Hetzer and a 
P-47D. Gordon added Eduard photo etch and Master barrels. The P-47D won Model of the Month.



Page 23

ASMSASMS Sprue examiner December 2023

Old Rumors and New Kits

New and In View Aircraft
by Ron McCracken

December is a bit slow on the quantity of new offerings, but what there are will peak your inter-
est, I’m sure. Several new-tool offerings are in view for some popular subjects.

1/35th Scale:
Border has released a new-tool B5N2 Type 97 (Kate) Carrier Attack Bomber in the still-unusual 
(for aircraft) 1/35th scale.
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1/48th Scale:
A&A Models has re-released their An-2 Colt biplane transport with some new parts and new 
decals.
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Clear Prop! has released a new-tool D-21A Drone (a perfect companion for that SR-71 you’ve been 
meaning to build)

Dora Wings has released a P-47C Thunderbolt kit based on their recent P-47B with some new parts. 
Since the P-47C had a longer fuselage than the B, this is virtually a new kit if it is accurate.
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Eduard has re-released their FM-1 Wildcat in a Profipack edition with new decals.

Eduard has also re-released their P-39N Airacobra in a Profipack edition.
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Hasegawa has re-released their F-104 kit as a UF-104J Starfighter Drone.

HobbyBoss has announced a new-tool B-24J Liberator, currently seems to be pre-order’s only.
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ICM has released a new-tool Ki-21b Sally.

Trumpeter has re-released their J-7/Mig 21 kit as a JJ-7A Trainer with some new parts.
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1/72nd Scale:

A&A has re-released their Beechcraft 200 Super King Air as a UC/TC-12 Huron in U.S. Navy 
markings.
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Amodel has also announced a re-release of their EMB-145 as an EMB-145LR in markings for 
Aeromexico and American Eagle.

Clear Prop! Has re-released their I-15 Type 5 as seen in Finnish Service with ski landing gear.
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Clear Prop! Has re-released their MiG-23 as a MiG-23MLD Last Ukrainian Flogger K.

Eduard has re-released their Bf 109E-4 in a Weekend Edition kit.
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Eduard has also re-released their S-199 Erla Canopy kit in a Weekend edition, with Czech and 
Israeli markings.

Fine Molds has announced an F-15D in USAF markings, based on their earlier F-15J kit with some 
new parts.
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Hasegawa is re-releasing an F/A-18F Super Hornet in VFA-103 CAG 2022 markings.

Hasegawa is also re-releasing their Jaguar T.2 DERA.

And there you have it for December. Go build a model!
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Shipping News Shipping News 
by Rick Herringtonby Rick Herrington

Ahoy mates! Time for another look into the 
future of ship modeling. Let’s get started with 
1/700 scale.
First up is Fujimi with the all to familiar IJN 
Akagi.

Next from Fujimi is the IJN battleship Kongo as 
she looked in 1944.

Fujimi is also releasing the IJN battleship Ha-
runa.

Pit Road is releasing the IJN Hibiki.

Pit Road is also releasing an IJN escort ship 
Hiburi.

Next from Pit Road is the IJN Carrier Chiyoda.

Last from Pit Road is a modern JMSDF release 
DDG-170 Sawakazi.
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Magic Factory is releasing a kit of the US carrier Gerald R Ford

Trumpeter is releasing the British Cruiser HMS York.
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Moving on to the larger 1/350 scale Fujimi has 
the IJN battleship Haruna.

Micro Mir is releasing a kit of the Britsh 
submarine HMS Conqueror

Bronco is releasing an S-100 fast boat.

Trumpeter is releasing a DKM O class battleship.

Finemolds has an IJN destoyer, the Akebono 
for us.

Finemolds also has the IJN destroyer Sagiri.

Fore Art is continuing their S-boat releases in 
1/72nd scale. This version is an early S-38 version 
without the 40mm gun.
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G minus 1 in my opinion is one of the best 
Godzilla movies ever. In the movie there is 
a battle scene between Godzilla and the IJN 
heavy cruiser Takao. If you haven’t seen the 
movie it’s worth it just to see this scene.

If you get the bug to build a model of the Takao 
there are several models available both in 1/700 
and 1/350. Aoshima has both a 1/700 and 1/350 
kit.

Fujimi just has a 1/700 scale kit.

That’s all the wind in the sales for this month. 
Happy Christmas.
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Tracked Topics
By Panzer Lehr

A good amount of releases to get to this month so 
let’s start off with 1/72nd scale. First up is Dragon 
with a pre-built Ukrainian M2A2 Bradley.

Flyhawk is releasing T-34 85.

Fore Art is releasing a Himars.

Trumpeter has two releaaes, an M1135 Stryker 
and a V-150 Commando.
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Moving on to 1/35 scale Trumpeter is releasing a T-72M.

RFM is releasing a Type 87 Volkswagen.
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Airfix is releasing a mid version Brummbar.

Amusing Hobby is releasing a Leopard 2 A8. This is an upgraded version of the Leopard 2A7 which 
includes a turret mounted CROWS and a Trophy anti-missile protection system.
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Border Models is releasing a Leopard 2A7.

Magic Factory is releasing an M2A2 ODS) as a Ukrainian marked vehicle.
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RFM is releasing a T-80U

RFM is also releasing an M1A2 SEP V3
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Takom is releasing a 105mm Sturmhaubitze.

Border Models is  releasing a Tiger 1 early model.
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Border Models is also releasing a set of Hummels, early and late production.
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Dragon has several re-releases for us this month some of them with new parts. First from them is 
an eight wheeled armored car with night fighting equipment.

Next up from Dragon is a Hanomag 25D with a 20mm turret mounted on it.
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Dragon also has an M4 with a 60 lb rocket launcher.

Finally in 1/35th scale some accessories for your Vietnam diorama. Gecko is releasing a Vietnamese 
children, puppy and buffalo set.
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In 1/48th scale Hobby Boss is releasing an A model Panther,

Finally in shelf buster scale 1/16th we have Trumpeter releasing a Sturmgeschutz 3 Ausf G.
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IPMS USA is soliciting articles. We’ve got 
some great modeller’s in this area and 
you can help the mother organization to 
flourish by submitting an article to the 
Journal.
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7801 N. Lamar Blvd.,  Ste B169, 

Austin, TX 78753

(512) 836-7388

kinginfo@kingshobbyshop.com

http://www.kingshobbyshop.com

Something for Everyone!
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Join International Plastic
Modeler’s Society / USA

 IPMS/USA is dedicated to the hobby (and 
fun) of Scale Modeling. It was started by Jim 
Sage, of Dallas, Texas, in 1964. There are now 
branches of IPMS all over the world. Our Local 
Regions and Chapters sponsor Model shows 
and contests every year, but you needn’t be a 
member to visit the shows or attend the club 
meetings!

     With IPMS/USA Membership, you will 
receive the outstanding IPMS/USA Journal six 
times a year - it includes features on all 
modeling subjects such as aircraft, armor, 
automotive, ships, figures - you name it! You 
will also find listings of IPMS contests, swap 
meets, hints and tips, and reviews.
Membership also qualifies you to participate 
in IPMS/USA sanctioned contests, and par-
ticularly in our
World-famous National Convention, held 
each summer. As a member, you’ll also be 
able to access our online Discussion Board, 
where a wide variety of modeling topics are 
discussed, and enjoy interaction with other 
serious modelers for help with questions 
about modeling techniques or the Society in 
general. Many Hobby Shops and Model Ven-
dors around the USA offer discounts to IPMS/
USA Members.

Visit us at:  http://www.ipmsusa.org/
Join up online at:  http://www.shopipmsusa.
org/category-s/100.htm

For any questions or problems with your 
membership application/renewal, please con-
tact the IPMS/USA
Officer Manager at    manager@ipmsusa.org

International Plastic Modelers’ Society/USA

Membership Application / Renewal Form

New � Renewal � IPMS#: _____________

Name: __________________________________________________

______

Address: _________________________________________________

_____

City: ______________ State: ________________ Zip Code: 

_____________

Phone: ___________________ E-Mail: 

______________________________

Chapter Affiliation, if any: _______________________________

Junior (17 years or younger) � $17.00 Date of Birth _________

AduIt One year � $30.00

Two years � $58.00

Three years � $86.00

Canada & Mexico � $35.00

Foreign Surface � $38.00

Family � Adult fee + $5.00

# of cards? ___

Your Signature: ______________________________________

If recommended by an IPMS member, please provide his/her:

Name: _______________________________ IPMS #: ______

PAYMENT OPTIONS:

Cash � Amount: ____________

Check� Check #: ______ Amount: ____________

Where did you hear about IPMS/USA? Please check all that apply:

� Local model club

� Friend

� Ad in IPMS Journal

� Facebook

� Ad in other magazine

� Internet search

� IPMS web site

� I’m a former member rejoining

� Other ____________

Applications should be printed and mailed to:

IPMS/USA

P.O. Box 1411

Riverview, FL 33568-1411
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5500 Jack C Hays Trail, Kyle, Texas 78640, 

(512) 504-3404

10:00 am – 06:00 pm
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Austin’s premier source for 

comics and gaming.

2438 W. Anderson Ln, 

Suite B-1 

Austin, TX 78757


