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T'S SOAPBOX

BY TIM ROBB

Merry Christmas to all. We've had a great year and are poised for another in 2024.
Please come to the December meeting!

At this meeting:

1. We need to choose a show theme for our 2024 show.

2. We will have a quarterly contest with gift certificate prizes open to white elephant kits built
from last year’s Christmas Party exchange.

3. We will then have the model of the year vote. Please bring any and all of your models that
were voted model of the month at our 2023 meetings. The white elephant winner is the Dec.
Model of the month and in the MOY competition.

4.Whoever has the traveling White Elephant trophy please bring it to the meeting so I can have
our new 2023 winner’s name added to it.

5. 1 have a few of the ASMS 50 YR. shirts that were ordered still to pass out.




SPRUE EXAMINER December 2023

ASMS MEETING

ASMS Christmas Party
Third Thursday each month 12/16/2023
6:30 pm - 8:45 pm
at Mr. Tramp’s Sports Pub
8565 Besearch Blvd
Austin, TX 78758 Model Fiesta 42
No Reservations Neccessary! 02/10/2024
New Brauniels
Convention Center

ASMS Club Dues Are Due! Club Quarterly Contests

Annual ASMS club dues are $25.00/individual ThiS month we have an open
or 530.00/family. quarterly contest with prizes.

You may bring your dues to a club meeting or remit The Model Of the Year contest is
same to ASMS, 1928 Dragonfly Loop, Bastrop, TX thiS month also

78602.

Monthly Meeting Presentations:
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RM D quO I d: A visit by Dave Bottger.

In September I realized a lifelong dream by traveling to England. In addition to the usual tourist
sites, I of course made it a point to visit air museums.

The first was the Imperial War Museum Duxford. Duxford was built in 1917 as a training base for
the Royal Flying Corps and was an important fighter base during World War II, first for the Royal
Air Force and later for the U.S. 78th Fighter Group, immortalized as The Duxford Boys.

Duxford is not far from London but getting there was a bit complicated by the fact that the closest
tube station is about 2% kilometers (about 1% miles) away. Walking was out of the question since
wed have to cross several highways. Fortunately the front desk clerk at a nearby hotel was kind
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Duxford is still a working airfield. When we visited, we saw several Tiger Moths on the ground

and in the air. The real treat for me was a two-seater Spitfire, converted by the addition of a second
cockpit behind the first. You can book a ride for a mere £4,600 (about $5,700). I didn’t. Still, it was a
great thrill to see and hear it taxiing and flying.

Duxford consists of seven buildings housing aircraft and in the last, land vehicles: AirSpace, Flying
Aircraft (restoration and maintenance of flying aircraft), Air and Sea, Battle of Britain, Conserva-
tion in Action (preservation and restoration), the American Air Museum and Land Warfare. In
addition, there is a Battle of Britain ops block which was used in 194o0.

Two seat Spitfire.
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Fairey Swordfish
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As you might expect, the Battle of Britain building was impressive, housing several actual partici-
pating aircraft, including a Spitfire, Hurricane, Bf 109 and C.R. 42. In the Flying Aircraft building is
another Spitfire which was donated to the museum on condition that it fly once a year. We missed
its annual flight by a week.

T o
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Hawker Fury
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The American Air Museum was a bit of a disappointment. Although it contains quite a few aircratft,
they are crowded in, making it difficult to take good photos. Several aircraft are post-World War II
vintage, which seemed somewhat out of place. Still, it’s well worth the short additional walk.

The aircraft depicted in these photos are original airframes, not reproductions.

Zero fuselage.
Zero firewall
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Detail and Scale Volume 16:
2-2%

review by Floyd Werner

Originally published in 2000, the printed edition of this book, like many of the D&S books, were
limited by the production costs. With the advent of digital technology and reduced printing cost by
using on demand printing, the B-24 Liberator is finally given the coverage that it deserves.
Produced in more numbers than any other US aircraft during World War II, the B-24 fought on
every front, from the jungles of the South Pacific to the snow covered terrain of Alaska, to England,
and North Africa. Not only was it produced for the USAAF but versions were used by the Navy as
well. There were bomber variants, photo recon planes and cargo aircraft as well. The B-24 is

often overshadowed by the B-17 when talking about the airwar over Europe, but it played a pivotal
part in bringing down the Third Reich. It flew farther, faster and carried more bomb load than the
B-17.
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But why redo this book? More information has come to light including new color photos coming
from Dana Bell and Stan Piet, plus the new format allows better coverage than previously allowable.
The book starts off with the Liberator History, including the decision to pursue the aircraft when
the country was not at war. Through production delays and numerous changes the B-24 is quite the
convoluted aircraft.
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The prototypes are covered starting with the
XB-24. The design was relatively unchanged
from this first prototype, however, the versatil-
ity of the design allowed variants, such as the
LB-30 Transport aircraft, to be made. Ilike
how every version’s differences are addressed.
This will prove a boon to the modeler. The
variety of paint schemes will ensure that even
the hardest modeler will find something to like.
I liked the OD over white paint scheme.

The XB-41 heavily armed bomber escort is par-
ticularly interesting. Think B-24 ith a

B-17G nose turret and extra turret on top. Ev-
ery version of the Liberator is covered, includ-
ing one off’s.

After the history, we come to the meat and
potatoes of a Detail & Scale book, the details.
Where appropriate color photos are included,
but the black and white ones are very clear and
provide useful information.

We start in the cockpit and work our way
through the airframe. Differences are pointed
out along the way so the modeler can have an
accurate interior. The color breakdown in the
cockpit is interesting as well, utilizing the
unrestored interior of the USAF Museum
aircraft it is possible to see the differences in
colors used in the cockpit. The incorporation
of zinc chromate, bronze green, neutral grey
and unpainted metal makes for a dramatic
look that is much more interesting than the
standard zinc chromate. Where possible the
different variants are covered. This section will
make the modeler very happy indeed. While
looking at the differences, there is a lot of nose
art that will inspire modelers and hopefully
decal manufacturers.




C-87 LIBERATOR EXPRESS

A DA Libavaiar Sspeunn fsbas o an 8 mear Rt fron the Someakdster predactias ghaat s Fort Wor, Taxas, n 1342

Pl C-AT map Basac!an Lo 8240 pirfrine ard mi

L urE il
R T i (T8 e s T Cedilag Gl (Lvaey of Sospeass|

Adnaagh i had woficem meckuTrengn 48 CA7
Farspata, tw USAAF fourd ‘el koo oo e
[RHE T i Fead pEIEEI B CATT Daraeen iResian
A o ot asdaa ba i b, 378 B340 Afames anm
sl by Cormitididsd 41 Pt Fafl Vol Moy o be G379
PTE. Paried 11 LSS Eapieas. a0 ooeil Ty

E Dooinas i the AT gradsakion e sl a0 e dee
mcion. Tha pefograpt shame A e by modsy naae
af b Literatar Exprass wad hingesd o (e ophi akds i
e T T o TR R A B T

il v lary T

Peri rawry B enipdve e or 12000 soere of
gD, Aerp orge Jooe e ided B ol hoe b o ke
ekt iy, prad @ e sl EeE Goken NaEi be npetesd i
laad carpn. R-3E10-1 ) gavwnizianie AwE nnimies

From C-ET5 veswy it 19 hane § s vetaiel bl b
gl iaed g e PRI and Tey e Savied o T Moy

Tl infuricr of bw C-I7 hud smaking Aar an many an fean-
aeften paswengurs The dvafe doukt e s B sany
g b P ONK] pbvite af e, (Lo Sokecrans

Tha waarmed G-I7 Aad so b derei. The aH hoofaps e
shoply rosdag’ a8 IS A8 SADAERSTE Cosizal 3 bage
Tha bostronial asd vartcs’ i codsces remated’ e
anmy s iy wors o slavdics 0-24a (USAAF ria Bl
23

The carkpt v S Ak Parcs Moamin's 5-240 revrirs wWiinally on ayeersd stiae Sa sircralf sas cpartarel. Detal
of i ity dnaterem! par are afsinn /i M phake af AL Fealares o i Cogfol s akds of i it gt
v VLT (0 e phale At WL TH STie (iR ITEInE wena (e COPAETS [rATary RAREnsiury. M shs cantm!

&

Sugercharer conials, Smmias avd progellsr coieis,
ax k' an Myows for B4 indroo olens ana cockpK o,
Fleir vrvsboarind iy’ riahidind (T comisidinl rieska oo e Aaaled 00 Wi pediiy Babait e bag seals Toaw
) b se JAR SO RS s ConUDl Ao, (nney)  canil wfeal arealss wiikis | B

Page 14

SPRUE EXAMINER

December 2023

Following the B-24 section is the interesting
development of the Privateer. Like the B-24,
the history is covered and followed by the detail
photos that emphasize the differences between
the two aircraft, besides the huge new tail.

Now comes the section that I always love from
Detail & Scale, the Modelers Section. The B-24/
Privateer is covered in 1/144th to 1/32nd scale.
Let’s just say that the B-24 has not been served
well by the modeling community. It doesn’t
help that there were so many variants. The best
are the 1/72nd scale Hasegawa kits. The 1/48th
scale Monogram kit is reviewed as is the 1/32nd
scale HobbyBoss kit. I always love this section,
even though I primarily only build 1/48.
Included in this section is a special decal review
of Pyn-Ups B-24 decals from the Ploesti raid,
Operation Tidal Wave. They are beautiful of
course or they wouldn’t have reviewed them.
The amount of information included in this
digital book is phenomenal. Make sure to read
the captions for the pictures as well as the text.
There is lots of good information in them as
well. The new color pics really set this ‘book’
apart from others. Like other Detail & Scale
books the history, detail photos and Modelers
Section are perfect for the modeler and histori-
an. This is another winner from Detail & Scale.
Highly recommended

Thanks to Detail & Scale for the review copy.
You can get the digital or printed copy from
their website at www.detailandscale.com . You
can also get the printed version from Sprue
Brothers at www.spruebrothers.com .
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You DEcIDE 2024

The term length on all ASMS elected offices is two
years. The terms of our current officers expire this
January so elections are required at our January
meeting

Our by laws do not call for term limits. The four
elected offices are president, vice president, secre-
tary, and treasurer.

Please, please, please obtain prior consent from
anyone you wish to nominate for office before
nominating them from the floor. Here are the
responsibilities of each office as written in our by
laws.

President:

a) conducts society meetings

b) coordinates officers’ activities

c) coordinates with other organizations as needed
d) appoints chair persons for special functions as
needed

e) votes to break ties

Vice President:

a) coordinates programs for society meetings:
makes sure guest speakers and/or special equip-
ment is present as needed; works with individuals
to develop special programs as determined by the
president.

b) assumes the duties of the president if the presi-
dent is unavailable.

President:

a) conducts society meetings

b) coordinates officers activities

c) coordinates with other organizations as
needed

d) appoints chair persons for special functions
as needed

e) votes to break ties

Vice President:

a) coordinates programs for society meetings:
makes sure guest speakers and/or special equip-
ment is present as needed; works with individu-
als to develop special programs as determined
by the president.

b) assumes the duties of the president if the
president is unavailable.

Secretary:

a) maintains minutes of society meetings

b) maintains society history

c) responsible for society correspondence

d) heads by laws committee as needed

e) submits a full report at each regular meeting
of the society

f) maintains a roster of current members with
phone numbers, street and email addresses.

Treasurer:

a) collects society dues

b) distributes society funds as necessary for the
operation of the society with the approval of
another officer

c) maintains society financial records

d) submits a financial status report at each
regular meeting of the society

e) submits a written report of financial affairs to
the membership at least twice a year, preferably
one after each year’s annual show and another
one six months after

d) the treasurer of the club shall be responsible
for filing in a timely manner the annual 501¢3
tax return with the IRS.
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As an FY], the club also has five other
important positions, all of them appointed by the
president and none having a specific term length:
Newsletter Editor, Webmaster, Chairman of the
Show Committee, IPMS Chapter Contact, and
Social Media Director. Each of these positions
has responsibilities listed in the by laws.
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What's Zfp wid
Vou?

ASMS/BIll Delk sponsors an on-ine

Z00M meeting with whoever wants

to join us to talk about models and

life. It happens almost every Sunday
at 4:00.

Contact Bill Delk to have him send
you a link to be able to get into the
meeting.

Everyone is welcome.

bym:

Bill Delk s e-mail address
Falconfyredeuce@gmail.com.

December 2023

Let’s start off with Joaquin Ridgell’s 7-11 Ack-
guy. This is a 7-11 themed Gundam only
available in Japan. It’s 1-144th scale.
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Rick Herrington brought in his Bandai 1/4 scale
Grogu kit.
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Our California representatice Randy Bum-

gardner sent in some pictures of his in progress
E-100.

S N

Dave Hunter shared a Bandai 1/144 RGM-89S
Stark Jegan in a “what If” sand and spinach
camouflage scheme.
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Jackson Hunter shared his three female
Sternguards. Jackson 3d printed thses.

Tim Robb brought in a “Started by Milton” kit, a
Roden 1/144 DC-3

&
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Jackson also shared his Bandai 1/144 Calibarn.
Jackson used SIMP decals and a pearlescent top
coat.

Fred W shared his 1/100 Bandai MG Zaku
warrior. Fred also used SIMP decals.

Charlie Hauptrief improved his Trumpeter
1/350 H-class battleship Ulrich von Hutten by
adding Eduard’s crew figures.
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Mike Gilsbach brought in another “Started by Ron McCracken brought in his Tamiya 1/72 F-8
Milton” kit, a Monogram 1/72 F4C Phanton II.

Mosquito.

: y
Mike Figg shared his 1/48 Airfix Mk XIV con- Mike Gilsbach brought in his 1/32nd scale AR
version. 196 so that Charlie Hauptrief could see it.
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Iso shared a P-51 Mustang.
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Matthew Brown brought in his theme award Dave Edgerly sent in some pictures of his cur-
winner his Razorcrest. rent WIP’s. The engine is from a Wingnut Wings

kit
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Gordon Stiemans shared two models with the group. The first was a Tamiya 1/48 Hetzer and a
P-47D. Gordon added Eduard photo etch and Master barrels. The P-47D won Model of the Month.
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Old Bumorns and Vew Kito

by Ron McCracken

December is a bit slow on the quantity of new offerings, but what there are will peak your inter-
est, 'm sure. Several new-tool offerings are in view for some popular subjects.

1/35th Scale:

Border has released a new-tool B5N2 Type 97 (Kate) Carrier Attack Bomber in the still-unusual
(for aircraft) 1/35th scale.
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1/48th Scale:
A&A Models has re-released their An-2 Colt biplane transport with some new parts and new
decals.
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Clear Prop! has released a new-tool D-21A Drone (a perfect companion for that SR-71 you've been
meaning to build)
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Dora Wings has released a P-47C Thunderbolt kit based on their recent P-47B with some new parts.
Since the P-47C had a longer fuselage than the B, this is virtually a new kit if it is accurate.
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Eduard has re-released their FM-1 Wildcat in a Profipack edition with new decals.

w

P-39N Airacobra scate 1/4:8
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Hasegawa has re-released their F-104 kit as a UF-104] Starfighter Drone.

PHOTO HAJIME | SHIHARA

tiied UF-104 STARFIGHTER® (J Version) "J.A.S.D.F. IWOJIMA Unmanned aircraft op

HEEOES/ Tyr— e SRR ERa IV ET,

HobbyBoss has announced a new-tool B-24] Liberator, currently seems to be pre-order’s only.
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ICM has released a new-tool Ki-21b Sally.

Japanese
100%

NEW

MOLDS
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Trumpeter has re-released their J-7/Mig 21 kit as a J]-7A Trainer with some new parts.
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1/72nd Scale:

A&A has re-released their Beechcraft 200 Super K
markings.

ing Air as a UC/TC-12 Huron in U.S. Navy
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Amodel has also announced a re-release of their EMB-145 as an EMB-145LR in markings for
Aeromexico and American Eagle.

FEH EMB-115LR

in Finnisd
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Clear Prop! Has re-released their MiG-23 as a MiG-23MLD Last Ukrainian Flogger K.
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Eduard has also re-released their S-199 Erla Canopy kit in a Weekend edition, with Czech and
Israeli markings. r

Avia 5-199 ERLA canop

Fine Molds has announced an F-15D in USAF markings, based on their earlier F-15] kit with some
new parts.
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Hasegawa is re-releasing an F/A-18F Super Hornet in VFA-103 CAG 2022 markings.

FHOTO: Michaed Grove

% F/A-18F SUPER HORNET"
- “VFA-103 JOLLY ROGERS CAG 2022° EDITION

MEROER/ Ty r— g ERREREN SV ET,

Hasegawa is also re-releasing their Jaguar T.2 DERA.

FHOTO : TAKASHI HASHIMOTO

JAGUAR T Mk.2 ‘DERA’

And there you have it for December. Go build a model!
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S h i p pi n g N ew S Pit Road is releasing the IJN Hibiki.

. / = X - g ﬁ f': 1
byiRickiHerrington N D HIBIKI 4 ﬁg_[
Hense T OU)1945 g

Ahoy mates! Time for another look into the
future of ship modeling. Let’s get started with
1/700 scale.

First up is Fujimi with the all to familiar IJN
Akagi.

Pit Road is also releasing an IJN escort ship
Hiburi.

Next from Fujimi is the IJN battleship Kongo as
she looked in 1944.

Fujimi is also releasing the IJN battleship Ha-
runa.

Last from Pit Road is a modern JMSDF release
DDG-170 Sawakazi.

1700 Bk ;.;i\Jb-E‘flbi!ﬂ‘lE 12 i mnﬂ m
s DDG-170 EHH1 Y
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Magic Factory is releasing a kit of the US carrier Gerald R Ford

L. 5. Navy Gerald R. Ford—class Aircraft Carrier

CVN-178 Gerald R. Furd-

IMASEHEMANNY AR Gvh- 6 BREH 0 M RHT 'l'-'-'l-l

Trumpeter is releasing the British Cruiser HMS York.

December 2023
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Moving on to the larger 1/350 scale Fujimi has
the IJN battleship Haruna.

SPRUE EXAMINER

bAoA A—TEHR

Micro Mir is releasing a kit of the Britsh
submarine HMS Conqueror

rn;d‘.ced in Free Ukraine during the Russian invasion
i

mn?iﬁ)lm'

Trumpeter is releasing a DKM O class battleship.

December 2023

Finemolds has an IJN destoyer, the Akebono
for us.

HE R ME R
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1IN Destroyor

AKEBONO

ﬁ
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axNh e

1IN Destroyer

SAGIRI

Fore Art is continuing their S-boat releases in
1/72nd scale. This version is an early S-38 version
without the 4omm gun.
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If you get the bug to build a model of the Takao

Schneliboot

s“ Eﬂﬂ !:ﬂa AD " there are several models available both in 1/700

_'1 e = and 1/350. Aoshima has both a 1/700 and 1/350
B Kit,

DR=F =T U~ N0 IIT
BEXRENENE (81944
JAPANESE HEAYY CERISER

G minus 1 in my opinion is one of the best
Godzilla movies ever. In the movie there is
a battle scene between Godzilla and the IJN
heavy cruiser Takao. If you haven't seen the
movie it’s worth it just to see this scene.

That’s all the wind in the sales for this month.
Happy Christmas.
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Tracked Topics

By Panzer Lehr

Fore Art is releasing a Himars.

FORENRT

A good amount of releases to get to this month so
let’s start off with 1/72nd scale. First up is Dragon
with a pre-built Ukrainian M2A2 Bradley.

& Dz M2A20RT:
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Trumpeter has two releaaes, an M1135 Stryker
and a V-150 Commando.

MTI35SuIykerNBCRY  Fq

7 AU}pEE M1135 NBCRV _

HFEE 78 M1135 A LB %

UKRAINIAN

M2A2 ODS

63507

V-150 Commando w/20mm cannon
V-150 9> KOEHEE w/20mmdEaia

£EV-150L% E=20mmiEs T

1/72 SCALE
LI DRAGUN.

D pre-assembizd nispiay moied SPECIAL ATTRACTION

Flyhawk is releasing T-34 85.
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Moving on to 1/35 scale Trumpeter is releasing a T-72M.

1-72“ B T-72M £HBE
£7 40 = T-T2MEL8T

e~ 1/35
ST, S, ¥l ey T st ot L winie TRpask il Wi maies, SGALE
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RFM is releasing a Type 87 Volkswagen.

VOLKSWAGEN TYPE 87

WITH FULL INTERIOR
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Airfix is releasing a mid version Brummbar.
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_STURMPANZER IV BRUMMBAR ‘MID VERSION'

Amusing Hobby is releasing a Leopard 2 A8. This is an upgraded version of the Leopard 2A7 which
includes a turret mounted CROWS and a Trophy anti-missile protection system.

CER L FOPARID £ AQ

- et = e T I EIER ] ™ ™™




ASMS SPRUE EXAMINER December 2023

Border Models is releasing a Leopard 2A7.

A
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*Inciuding o 30 Printing Upgrade Kit ana New Decats 1135
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RFM is releasing a T-80U
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RFM is also releasing an M1A2 SEP V3
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Takom is releasing a 105mm Sturmhaubitze.
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Border Models is also releasing a set of Hummels, early and late production.
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Dragon has several re-releases for us this month some of them with new parts. First from them is
an eight wheeled armored car with night fighting equipment.
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Dragon also has an M4 with a 60 Ib rocket launcher.
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Finally in 1/35th scale some accessories for your Vietnam diorama. Gecko is releasing a Vietnamese
children, puppy and buffalo set.
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In 1/48th scale Hobby Boss is releasing an A model Panther,
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IPMS USA is soliciting articles. We've got
some great modeller’s in this area and
you can help the mother organization to
flourish by submitting an article to the
Journal.
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Scale Modeling Society
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Something for Everyone!

Hobby

Modeling With You
Since 1973

7801 N. Lamar Blvd., Ste B169,
Austin, TX 78753
(512) 836—7388

hiH“"'

kinginfo@kingshobbyshop.com

http://www.kingshobbyshop.com




IPMS/USA is dedicated to the hobby (and
fun) of Scale Modeling. It was started by Jim
Sage, of Dallas, Texas, in 1964. There are now
branches of IPMS all over the world. Our Local
Regions and Chapters sponsor Model shows
and contests every year, but you needn’t be a
member to visit the shows or attend the club
meetings!

With IPMS/USA Membership, you will
receive the outstanding IPMS/USA Journal six
times a year - it includes features on all
modeling subjects such as aircraft, armor,
automotive, ships, figures - you name it! You
will also find listings of IPMS contests, swap
meets, hints and tips, and reviews.
Membership also qualifies you to participate
in IPMS/USA sanctioned contests, and par-
ticularly in our
World-famous National Convention, held
each summer. As a member, you'll also be
able to access our online Discussion Board,
where a wide variety of modeling topics are
discussed, and enjoy interaction with other
serious modelers for help with questions
about modeling techniques or the Society in
general. Many Hobby Shops and Model Ven-
dors around the USA offer discounts to IPMS/
USA Members.

Visit us at: http://www.ipmsusa.org/
Join up online at: http://www.shopipmsusa.
org/category-s/100.htm

For any questions or problems with your
membership application/renewal, please con-
tact the IPMS/USA

Officer Manager at manager@ipmsusa.org
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Join International Plastic
Modeler’s Society / USA

International Plastic Modelers’ Society/USA
Membership Application / Renewal Form
New X Renewal X IPMS#:
Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

Phone: E-Mail:

Chapter Affiliation, if any:

Junior (17 years or younger) K $17.00 Date of Birth
Adult One year X $30.00

Two years K $58.00

Three years ¥ $86.00

Canada & Mexico K $35.00

Foreign Surface X $38.00

Family ¥ Adult fee + $5.00

#ofcards?
Your Signature:

If recommended by an IPMS member, please provide his/her:
Name: IPMS#
PAYMENT OPTIONS:

Cash X Amount:

CheckX Check#: _ Amount:

Where did you hear about IPMS/USA? Please check all that apply:
X Local model club

X Friend

X Ad in IPMS Journal

X Facebook

X Ad in other magazine

M Internet search

X IPMS web site

X I'm a former member rejoining

X Other

Applications should be printed and mailed to:

IPMS/USA
PO.Box 1411
Riverview, FL 33568-1411
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5500 Jack C Hays Trail, Kyle, Texas 78640,
(512) 504-3404

10:00 am - 06:00 pm
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