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IPMS/USA Support the Troops 
Initiative

The IPMS/USA initiative was established 
to provide model kits, supplies and 
reference materials to our servicemen 
and women serving in combat 
zones, recovering in hospitals, and 
rehabilitating in specialized facilities.
The program is expanding into other 
areas as well. Some local programs 
take place in USO facilities, some are 
centered around active duty personnel 
and are scattered across the country.
The IPMS/USA Support The Troops 
program is still going full-tilt. The 
national program director is Jon Emery. 
Jon is accepting any and all contributions 
and is sharing them with all of the active 
programs around the country.

www.models4troops@gmail.com

Tim Robb - President;  president@austinsms.org

Ron McCracken - Vice-President;  vicepresident@austinsms.org

Aaron Smischney - Finance Minister;  treasurer@austinsms.org

Vince Hutson - Secretary;  secretary@austinsms.org

Rick Herrington - Newsletter Editor;  editor@austinsms.org

Show Coordinator;  showcoordinator@austinsms.org

Mike Gilsbach - Webmaster;  webmaster@austinsms.org

Ben Morton - IPMS/USA Coordinator;  chaptercontact@austinsms.org

ASMS Officers & Chairpersons

Austin Scale Modelers Society (ASMS) is a chartered 
chapter of International Plastic Modelers Society (IPMS/
USA). ASMS meets on the third Thursday of each month. 
Anual dues for full membership are $25/individual or $30/
family. The views expressed in this newsletter are those of 
the authors. It is intended for educational purposes only. 

ASMS does not endorse the contents of any article.
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B Y   T I M  R O B B

 Greetings modelers.  
I was happy to see many of you at the National Convention.  I hope you enjoyed it as much as 

I did.  I finished that convention week really excited to sit down and do some modeling.
    We are now in the last two months of preparation for our own show on Oct. 7.  Please mark 
your calendars  to help out at the show Friday afternoon Oct. 6 and Saturday Oct. 7.    All the 
flyers for our show we took to Nationals were taken so I think we can expect a good turn out.

Go Build a Model!
Tim
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Third Thursday each month 
6:30 pm - 8:45 pm

at Mr. Tramp’s Sports Pub
8565 Research Blvd

Austin, TX 78758
No Reservations Neccessary!

ASMS MEETING

HOUSE CLEANING

ASMS Club Dues Are Due!
Annual ASMS club dues are $25.00/individual

or $30.00/family.
You may bring your dues to a club meeting or remit 
same to ASMS, 1928 Dragonfly Loop, Bastrop, TX  

78602.

Monthly Meeting Presentations:

Club Quarterly Contests

Events

Upcoming
Attractions
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Building the Amtech P-40E
by Tim Robb

     Rudy at LionHeart Hobby acquired a box of bagged AmTech 1/48 P-40E/M kits and, since I’ve 
led a model plane building class at their shop before, he contacted me about the possibility of using 
this kit for the next class.   I’ve now built one to become familiar with it and yes, the class with P-40s 
is a GO!  Contact LionHeart Hobby if you are interested.   512-504-3404.
      The kits we have come with two fuselages, a short tailed P-40E and a long tailed fuselage that 
will build a P-40M or a late P-40K.     The rest of the kit parts work with and are accurate for either 
fuselage.   The cockpit tub is comprised of side, back, and front instrument panel parts, seat, stick, 
and another upright lever.   It has molded in seat belts which don’t look very good but are easily 
covered with Eduard after-market USAAF WW II pre-painted metal seat belts.   A less expensive 
alternate would be to use strips of masking tape.  Either choice will cover the molded in seat belts 
nicely and improve the cockpit.  The rest of the cockpit I used out of the box.  The instrument panel 
has raised detail that takes dry brushing well.
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     The kit comes with your choice of early 
round exhaust pipes or later fish-tailed exhaust 
pipes.  The cowling panels behind the pipes 
are a separate part from the rest of the fuselage 
halves as there is a difference in that part de-
pending on which exhausts are used.  On my 
example this panel fit well without any filler on 
the right fuselage half but required filling and 
sanding on the left.  I chose to model an early 
P-40E with round pipes.   In attempting to 
hollow the ends of the round pipes I fouled up, 
getting a hole off center and messing up the 
kit part.    After-market Quick Boost round 
pipes are made for this kit so I bought a set and 
they are far better than what I could have done 
on my best day with the kit parts.   Next time 
around I’ll get the Quick Boost pipes from the 
start.   

Quick Boost does not make a replacement part 
for the fish-tailed pipes.  If I build a later P-40E 
with fish-tailed pipes or a P-40M I will use the kit 
parts and just not open them up.    As I was in-
stalling the exhaust pipes I was concerned about 
how strong my super glue joint of the resin pipes 
to styrene cowling panel parts would be.  I feared 
I might push the pipes into the fuselage and lose 
them while holding the model later in the build 
so I braced the pipes in place from the inside with 
strips of plastic card glued behind them.  Styrene 
to styrene, strong joint.   This worked, I never 
pushed the pipes into the model during the rest of 
the build process.
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    The rest of the build was very straight forward.  
The cockpit tub slides up into the fuselage from 
the bottom before the wing assembly is glued 
into place.   On my kit the right wing to fuselage 
joint was very good requiring no filler.   The left 
wasn’t nearly as good.   I fiddled with sanding 
and test fitting until I got the wing on.   When 
I did get the wing on the step between the wing 
fillet and upper wing surface was backwards of 
what it should be.   The top of the wind surface 
was higher than the fillet that was molded into 
the fuselage part.    I filled and sanded this area 
several time to get it smooth, and then created 
the step with a technique I learned long ago from 
the late Greg Springer.  ( I)  put down a piece of 
Scotch tape on the wing on the line where the 
fuselage fillet should overlap the upper wing sur-
face. (2) then airbrush six or seven coats of flat 
finish paint against the edge of the tape.    When 
the tape is removed the line where the fillet over-
laps the upper wing surface is restored.
Building WW II models with closed canopies 
used to bother me until I was building a com-
mission model for a retired P-51 pilot and asked 
him how he wanted the canopy posed on his 
model.   He said “Closed.  It would only be open 
if I was standing in it.”   OK, closed is 
usually more accurate then.   Put it on closed.  
Be happy.     Two finishing bits were added to add detail 

to the model.   I cut a little half loop from 0.10 
plastic card to make the rudder attachment that 
goes from high up on fin to the rudder on the 
left side of the tail only.   And the next to last 
step, after painting and decaling were done, I 
added a photo etched ring and bead gunsight 
on the top of the cowling in front of the wind-
screen.   
  The model was painted, glossed up, decaled, 
under carriage and prop added,  flat finished,  
and weathered a little with pastels and colored 
pencils. Add the tiny details and the model is 
finished. I built this model start to finish in 
about six weeks actual calendar time, which 
is fast for me.    I have lots of cool P-40 decals 
and I’m eager to build this kit a few more times.    
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The A-6 Intruder is a unique looking airplane, 
that was built for the US Navy during the 
Vietnam War.  It was, to me anyway, a strange 
looking airplane that was built for a specific 
mission and it did that mission exceptionally 
well.  

As part of the Colors & Markings series of 
books, this book is oriented in the paint 
schemes worn by the Navy, in particular, in 
Attack Squadron Service.  This softbound book 
features 127 pages of full color, with 309 color 
photos and seven color profiles beautifully 
rendered by Rock Roszak.  The scope of these 
books is not the detail orientation of the Detail 
& Scale books, but concentrates on the paint 
schemes used by various squadrons.

To start off the book, overall paint schemes 
are discussed.  The A-6 has been around since 
the 1960s so it has gone through a variety of 
paint schemes from the high vis markings of 
Vietnam to the overall grey of its later years.  
Each type of paint scheme is shown for the 
modeler to use on his/her model. 
As part of the Colors & Markings series of 
books, this book is oriented in the paint 
schemes worn by the Navy, in particular, in 
Attack Squadron Service.  This softbound 
book features 127 pages of full color, with 
309 color photos and seven color profiles 
beautifully rendered by Rock Roszak.  The 
scope of these books is not the detail orienta-
tion of the Detail & Scale books, but concen-
trates on the paint schemes used by various 
squadrons.
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Then the book breaks down to the individual 
squadrons.  What is nice is that the full color 
photos go through the progression of the paint 
schemes that were discussed in the first chapter.  
Also included are some unique and 
experimental paint schemes.  
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The Atlantic Squadrons are the first addressed.  
All ten squadrons show various markings, 
including full color and subdued markings.  
There are closeups of the squadron emblems 
which will be really useful to decal manufactur-
ers and modelers.  

The Pacific Squadrons are given the same treat-
ment.  There are ten squadrons here as well.  
The bomb mission markings on some of the 
Desert Storm aircraft are quite interesting, as 
they normally accompany a rather dirty grey 
aircraft.  

If you are looking for inspiration to do an 
Intruder model, this is that motivation.  If you 
can’t find something in here that will get you 
amped up to build an A-6 there isn’t anything 
that will. 
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This book is typical of this entire series, 
exceptional photos of some really unique and 
colorful aircraft.  

The book is a great resource on a unique air-
plane.  I don’t think you will find a better refer-
ence for the colors and markings for the A-6 
Intruder anywhere.  

The digital copy is also available and it offers 
even better options, such as more pages, the 
ability to enlarge and zoom in on photos, and 
a cheaper price.  Either way you can’t go wrong 
with these books.  

Highly recommended

Thanks to Detail & Scale for the review copy.  
You can obtain yours by going to the Detail & 
Scale website, https://www.detailandscale.com/
detail-scale-publications.  There you can find a 
link to the printed edition as well as the iBooks 
and Kindle versions of it.  
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What’s Up wid 
You?

ASMS/Bill Delk sponsors an on-line 
ZOOM meeting with whoever wants 
to join us to talk about models and 
life. It happens almost every Sunday 

at 4:00. 
Contact Bill Delk to have him send 
you a link to be able to get into the 

meeting. 
Everyone is welcome. 

Bill Delk’s e-mail address 
Falconfyredeuce@gmail.com.

Lots of models at the meeting this month, 
Gundam, Aircraft and ships. 
Let’s start off with Jackson H. Jackson brought 
in  five Gundam models. The first is a 1/144 
Hy-Gogg.

Next from Jackson is a Full Mechanics Ariel.
This is a Bandai 1/100 scale kit.
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Next from Jackson is a 1/100 Unicom Gundam 
Perfectability in 1/100 scale.

Jackson also shared his 1/100 MGEX Unicorn 
Gundam.

Next from Jackson is a Gundam Nadeleeh in 
1/100 scale.
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Jackson also shared Trazyn the Infinite a Hero 
Scale Miniature from Games Workshop.

Grace Hunter shared two Evangelion units with 
the group, oo and 01.

Min Zhao shared her Kotobukiya Frame Arm 
Girl Greifen Ultramarine in 1/12 scale.
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Matthew Brown brought in his 1/48 scale Bandai 
Snow Speeder.

Mike Gilsbach shared his AMT 1/32 Colonial 
Viper.

Tim Robb shared his 1/72 Hasegawa Flak 18.

Tim also brought in his Spitfire FR-XIVe by 
Academy in 1/48 scale.

Ron McCracken shared three of his projects with 
the group. The first is a Rareplanes Fairey 
Fulmar.

Next from Ron is an MNEWS A-36A. Ron con-
verted it from 3 different kits.
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Joe Friedman brought in three of his projects. 
The first is a Westland Whirlwind.

Next from Joe is a 1/72 Hobby Boss LaGG 7.

Joe also brought in a 1/72 HobbyBoss Brewster 
Buffalo. 

Last from Joe is a Revell Hayabusa Ki-43.

Mike Frazer brought in 2 of his projects. The first 
is an F-20 Tigrshark 1/72.

Next from Mike is an Airfix F-80C  Shooting Star.
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Charlie Hauptrief shared his completed 
Trumpeter 1/350 O Class battle cruiser. 

Bob Bethea brought in a 1/72 crashed ME262 
diorama. 

Steve Anthony brought in a Mastadon diorama 
and a modified 1/16 conversion of a Wehrmacht 
figure into a Confederate soldier.

Peter Dasso gave the program on metallic 
finishes.

Peter also won Model of the Month with his 
Unicraft 1/72 SNCAo ACA-S.
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Thanks to everyone that brought in a model to 
share with the group. See you at the next meeting.
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Old Rumors and New Kits

New and In View Aircraft
by Ron McCracken

August looks to be an exciting month, with a number of new releases. And what better excuse to 
stay in out of the heat than some new plastic to keep one busy? The large-scale helicopter 
enthusiasts have two new-tool kits to investigate.  For the 1/48th fans, three brand new offerings 
are scheduled out, along with a re-release with so many new parts that it almost qualifies as new-
tool. For the 1/72nd enthusiasts, Big Planes kits has a couple of new offerings, Dora Wings offers a 
recon variant of the P-43, and Hasegawa dominates the listings with several new-markings 
re-releases.

1/32nd Scale:
Roden is releasing a Sopwith 1 1/2 Strutter “comic” single-seater based on their earlier two-seater 
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1/35th Scale:
ICM has announced a new-tool AH-1G Cobra late configuration kit.

Meng has announced a new-tool AH-64D Apache Longbow.
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Takom is re-releasing their AH-64D Apache Longbow in JGSDF markings.

1/48th Scale:

Dora Wings has announced a new-tool P-47B Thunderbolt in the markings used by the 56th FG 
during stateside training. Note, this is the early short-fuselage version which has never been kitted in 
1/48th scale, to my knowledge.
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Eduard is re-releasing their A6M3 Zero Type 32 in a Weekend Edition. Remember these kits omit the 
PE and masks usually included.

Eduard is releasing and F-104C in markings of “The Zipper” as a limited edition kit. According to 
Scalemates, this is based on the Kinetic F-104A/C kit, with some added parts.
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Eduard is releasing an FM-2 Wilder Cat Limited Edition kit based on their F4F-4. I’m tempted to call 
this one a “new-tool” because of the extensive differences between the F4F and the FM-2.

Great Wall Hobby has announced a new-tool F-14B Tomcat. There are a couple of on-line shops who 
are listing it for pre-order.
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Hasegawa has re-released their F-15C Eagle in “Ace Combat 7 - Skies Unknown” markings.

ICM is re-releasing their Beaufort Mk.I with five new decal options.
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Revell is re-releasing their Mirage 2000C.

Trumpeter has announced a new-tool Fulmar Mk.I.
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1/72nd Scale:

Big Planes Kits is releasing a P-8A Poseidon, based on their earlier series of Boeing 737 kits.

Big Planes Kits has announced a new-tool TB-2 drone Dual Combo kit.
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Dora Wings is re-releasing their P-43 Lancer as a reconnaissance variant, i.e. a P-43B. Markings are 
included for Australian and USAAF examples. The kit does include the bulged camera fairings for 
the rear fuselage sides, although the box art doesn’t show them.

Eduardis re-releasing a Bf 109F-4 with new decals/parts.
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Hasegawa is re-releasing their F/A-18F Super Hornet in VX-9 Vandy 1 markings.

Hasegawa is also re-releasing their F-2B in Prototype #4 markings. Nothing new but the decals.
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Hasegawa is re-releasing their G3M2/M3 Type 96 “Nell” with new decals.

Hasegawa is re-releasing their T-4 trainer in “Egg Girls Rei Hazumi” markings.
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Hasegawa is re-releasing their US-1A in 71st 
Flying Group markings.

1/144th Scale:

Revell has announced re-release of their Alfa Jet as a set of three with various colorful markings.



Page 31

ASMSASMS Sprue examiner August 2023

1/200th Scale:

Hasegawa is re-releasing their 777-200 kit in “Demonstrator” markings.

So there you have it! Several new-tool offerings and a bunch of revisits of oldies-but-goodies. 
Happy Modeling!
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Shipping News Shipping News 
by Rick Herringtonby Rick Herrington

Ahoy mates!. Time for more news on the ship 
modeling front. Let’s get started with 1/700 
scale.
Pit Road has several new releases in 1/700 for 
us. the first is the IJN light cruiser Yubari as she 
appeared in 1944.

Next from Pit Road are three modern JMSDF 
ships. The first is DD-119 Asahi.

Third from Pit Road is the JMSDF DD-120 Shi-
ranui

Fourth from Pit Road is the JMSDF FFM-4 
Mikuma

Last from Pit Road is the JMSDF submarine 
SS513 Taigei.

Riich Models also has a submarine for us, the USS 
Ohio SSBN.

Fujimi has several releases (re-releases) for us. 
The first is the IJN carrier Taiho.
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Second from  Fujimi is the IJN battleship 
Mutsu.

Next from Fujimi are two IJN heavy cruisers, the 
Ibuki and Mikuma.

Pit Road has several “extra” kits fro warships. 
These are great if you’re scratch building or just 
upgrading your kits.

Last in 1/700 scale is Trumpeter’s release of the 
HMS Belfast as she appeared in 1959. If you’re 
building a kit of the Thames Belfast, this would 
be the one for you.

Moving on to 1/400 scale Heller has some re-
releases for us. The first is a two ship set of the 
Prinz Eugen and the Admiral Hipper.

Next from Heller is a set of the Bismarck and 
Tirpitz.
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Tracked Topics
By Panzer Lehr

Moving on to 1/350 scale Joyard is up first with 
a release of the barrleship Wisconsin.

Tamiya is up next with a IJN I-400 submarine 
in 1/350th scale.

Finally in 1/200 (Shelf buster scale) we have a 
release from from I Love Kit, the USS Curtis 
Wilbur. DDG-54. She was an Arleigh Burke 
missile destroyer.

That’s all the wind in the sails for this month. 
Until next month, keep building.

Hey tread heads! Lots to get to this month. Let’s 
start off with 1-72nd scale. First from Academy we 
have an M60A1 RISE.
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Next from Ace we have a V-100

AFV has a King Tiger for us.

IBG has a BTR-4E Ukrainian vehicle.

The IBG kit has been issued with and without 
the slat armor.

Forces of Valor has three new releases in 1/72 
scale. The first is an M3A1 US half-track.

Next from Forces of Valor is a Tiger 1



Page 36

ASMSASMS Sprue examiner August 2023

Next from Forces of Valor is an M1A2

Hobby Boss has a Russian Smerch MLRS

Pit Road has a JGSDF Type 61 for us.

Trumpeter has an M1132 Stryker engineer 
vehicle.

Moving on to 1/48th RFM has an M1024A1-
ATV for us.
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In 1/35th AFV has 3 for us. The first is a 
Churchill Mk VII.

Next from AFV is an M548 high speed
 tractor

Next from AFV is a Stryker with a Javelin launch-
er.

Academy and Border Models are both releas-
ing T-34 85’s The Border Models kit comes with 
workable tracks, a metal gun barrel and a set of 
resin tank riders.
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Das Werk is releasing a Schwimmwagen Trippel. 

Dragon is re-releasing their Brummbar.

Takom is releasing a Panther A

Trumpeter is releasing an 18t half track with Flak.

Trumpeter is also releasing a Flak 41.

Tamiya is releasing a JGSDF Type 16 MCV C5 
wheeled armored car.
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WIP is producing an Italian armored car, the 
Protetto.

Two from RFM, both of them Ukrainian. RFM 
is releasing a Leopard 2A6 and an M1A1 in UK 
livery. The M1A1 can also be modeled as a Pol-
ish tank.

Last in the column this month is a Hobby Link 
M76 Otter.
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IPMS USA is soliciting articles. We’ve got 
some great modeller’s in this area and 
you can help the mother organization to 
flourish by submitting an article to the 
Journal.



Page 41

ASMSASMS Sprue examiner August 2023

7801 N. Lamar Blvd.,  Ste B169, 

Austin, TX 78753

(512) 836-7388

kinginfo@kingshobbyshop.com

http://www.kingshobbyshop.com

Something for Everyone!
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Join International Plastic
Modeler’s Society / USA

 IPMS/USA is dedicated to the hobby (and 
fun) of Scale Modeling. It was started by Jim 
Sage, of Dallas, Texas, in 1964. There are now 
branches of IPMS all over the world. Our Local 
Regions and Chapters sponsor Model shows 
and contests every year, but you needn’t be a 
member to visit the shows or attend the club 
meetings!

     With IPMS/USA Membership, you will 
receive the outstanding IPMS/USA Journal six 
times a year - it includes features on all 
modeling subjects such as aircraft, armor, 
automotive, ships, figures - you name it! You 
will also find listings of IPMS contests, swap 
meets, hints and tips, and reviews.
Membership also qualifies you to participate 
in IPMS/USA sanctioned contests, and par-
ticularly in our
World-famous National Convention, held 
each summer. As a member, you’ll also be 
able to access our online Discussion Board, 
where a wide variety of modeling topics are 
discussed, and enjoy interaction with other 
serious modelers for help with questions 
about modeling techniques or the Society in 
general. Many Hobby Shops and Model Ven-
dors around the USA offer discounts to IPMS/
USA Members.

Visit us at:  http://www.ipmsusa.org/
Join up online at:  http://www.shopipmsusa.
org/category-s/100.htm

For any questions or problems with your 
membership application/renewal, please con-
tact the IPMS/USA
Officer Manager at    manager@ipmsusa.org

International Plastic Modelers’ Society/USA
Membership Application / Renewal Form

New ☐ Renewal ☐ IPMS#: _____________
Name: __________________________________________________
______
Address: _________________________________________________
_____
City: ______________ State: ________________ Zip Code: 
_____________
Phone: ___________________ E-Mail: 
______________________________
Chapter Affiliation, if any: _______________________________
Junior (17 years or younger) ☐ $17.00 Date of Birth _________
AduIt One year ☐ $30.00
Two years ☐ $58.00
Three years ☐ $86.00
Canada & Mexico ☐ $35.00
Foreign Surface ☐ $38.00
Family ☐ Adult fee + $5.00
# of cards? ___
Your Signature: ______________________________________
If recommended by an IPMS member, please provide his/her:
Name: _______________________________ IPMS #: ______
PAYMENT OPTIONS:
Cash ☐ Amount: ____________
Check☐ Check #: ______ Amount: ____________
Where did you hear about IPMS/USA? Please check all that apply:
☐ Local model club
☐ Friend
☐ Ad in IPMS Journal
☐ Facebook
☐ Ad in other magazine
☐ Internet search
☐ IPMS web site
☐ I’m a former member rejoining
☐ Other ____________
Applications should be printed and mailed to:

IPMS/USA
P.O. Box 1411
Riverview, FL 33568-1411
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5500 Jack C Hays Trail, Kyle, Texas 78640, 

(512) 504-3404

10:00 am – 06:00 pm
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Austin’s premier source for 
comics and gaming.

2438 W. Anderson Ln, 

Suite B-1 

Austin, TX 78757


