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ME-309 Brengun 1/144 review
By Ben Morton

The first annual Winterblitz Show..on site with Rick Cotton
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IPMS/USA Support the Troops 
Initiative

The IPMS/USA initiative was established 
to provide model kits, supplies and 
reference materials to our servicemen 
and women serving in combat 
zones, recovering in hospitals, and 
rehabilitating in specialized facilities.
The program is expanding into other 
areas as well. Some local programs 
take place in USO facilities, some are 
centered around active duty personnel 
and are scattered across the country.
The IPMS/USA Support The Troops 
program is still going full-tilt. The 
national program director is Jon Emery. 
Jon is accepting any and all contributions 
and is sharing them with all of the active 
programs around the country.

www.models4troops@gmail.com

Ian Latham - President;  president@austinsms.org

Aaron Smischney - Vice-President;  vicepresident@austin-

sms.org

Mike Lamm - Finance Minister;  treasurer@austinsms.org

Rick Herrington - Secretary;  secretary@austinsms.org

Rick Herrington - Newsletter Editor;  editor@austinsms.org

Show Coordinator;  showcoordinator@austinsms.org

Mike ‘Hollywood’ Gilsbach - Webmaster;  webmaster@

austinsms.org

Jeff Forster - IPMS/USA Coordinator;  chaptercontact@

ASMS Officers & Chairpersons

Austin Scale Modelers Society (ASMS) is a chartered 
chapter of International Plastic Modelers Society (IPMS/
USA). ASMS meets on the third Thursday of each month. 
Anual dues for full membership are $25/individual or $30/
family. The views expressed in this newsletter are those of 
the authors. It is intended for educational purposes only. 

ASMS does not endorse the contents of any article.
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Third Thursday each month 
7:00 pm - 8:45 pm

at the
Old Quarry Branch Library

7051 Village Center Dr.
Meetings suspended due to Covid-19

No Reservations Neccessary!

ASMS MEETING

HOUSE CLEANING
ASMS Club Dues Are Due!

Annual ASMS club dues are $25.00/individual
or $30.00/family.

You may bring your dues to a club meeting or remit 
same to ASMS, 111620 Via Grande Drive, Austin, TX  

78739.

Winterblitz 2022
Presented by Texas Independent 

Military Modelers
January 22, 2022

Rivercon XI
March 19,2022 LSU university Ctr

www.facebook.com/Riverco-
nIPMS/

Break the ice at parties! Break the ice at parties! 
Don’t miss out on the new name Don’t miss out on the new name 

badges for dues paying members. badges for dues paying members. 
Contact latham.ian@yahoo.com for Contact latham.ian@yahoo.com for 

more information.more information. Meetings 
Suspended

Monthly Meeting Presentations:

Contest Communications:

Events

Upcoming
Attractions
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Messerschmitt Me-309 V-1/V-2Messerschmitt Me-309 V-1/V-2
Brenguin’s 1/144th kitBrenguin’s 1/144th kit

a build Review by Ben Mortona build Review by Ben Morton

The Messerschmitt Me-309 was 
envisioned as a replacement for the 
Me-109 in late 1940.  The aircraft 

was to feature a pressurized cockpit, 
a fully retractable, tricycle under-
carriage and a variable geometry 

radiator. The Me-309 was never to 
become much of a priority for the 

powers that be owing to the success 
of adapting the Me-109 to larger 

engines and heavier armament and 
the Focke Wulf 190 coming into 
service. Four prototypes (V1-V4) 

were constructed with flight testing 
continuing into the last quarter of 

1943.
Brengun has released a 1/144th 

scale kit of the Me-309 with alter-
nate parts to construct either the 

V-1 (GE/CU) or V-2 (GE/CV) proto-
types. The primary, exterior differ-
ence between the two prototypes 
was a different tailplane configu-
ration and shortened wing. [Fun 
Fact: The developmental people 
went through four different tail 
plane setups before they got one 
that worked well enough.?!] The 

second prototype was written off on 
its maiden flight after crash 

landing due to a collapsed nose 
wheel strut. Brengun supplies 
markings for both aircraft on a 

small decal sheet.

The forty-four injected molded, light 
gray parts come on two sprues, with a 
clear canopy and the aforementioned 

decal sheet. The marking guide is printed 
on the back on the box. As this is a model 
of a prototype I took some liberties with 
the paint scheme. The completed model 
was painted with RLM 76 and then RLM 
74 was stippled onto the upper surfaces 
in a vain attempt to do a mottled camo 

scheme.
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The kit features an interior with the 
pilot seat and cockpit floor (molded 
as one piece), a separate control col-

umn and a forward control panel with 
molded instrument bezels. More than 

adequate for an aeroplane model in this 
scale. The more detailed oriented mod-
eler can avail themselves of a P.E. detail 
set (#144169) and a vacu-formed cano-
py (#144167) available from Brengun.  
Do remember to add some nose weigh 
before closing up the fuselage to avoid 
the dreaded TSS (tail sitter syndrome).
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Winterblitz: 
Tanks and Models, the best of both 

worlds
An on site report by Rick Cotton

The inaugural Winterblitz 2022 armor 
show was held on January 22, at the 

Museum of the American GI in 
College Station, Texas.

Some 42 contestants brought more 
than 260 entries into this first indepen-

dent model show held by a loose 
collaboration of modeling friends 
known as the Texas Independent 
Military Modelers. More than 80 

regular category awards, plus a group 
of special award mugs and specially-

printed dog tags were handed out to the 
winners. 
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Tanks, halftracks, trucks, artillery and 
military vehicle models of all types were 

on display amongst the Museum’s 
excellent collection of real restored US 

military vehicles, which date all the way 
back to a WW1-vintage FT-17 tank. Most 
of the Museum’s vehicles are in running 
condition, and along with an impressive 
display of uniforms and artifacts, form a 

superb backdrop for an armor show.
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 Several historical re-enactors, including 
“General Patton” (portrayed by Denny 
Hair) made personal appearances as 
well. The General’s immaculately re-

stored command truck was also open for 
display!
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What’s Up 
wid You?

ASMS/Bill Delk sponsors an on-line 
ZOOM meeting with whoever wants to 
join us to talk about models and life. 
It happens almost every Sunday at 

4:00. 
Contact Bill Delk to have him send you 

a link to be able to get into the 
meeting. 

Everyone is welcome.

It was a different show, a fun, laid-back 
event, and the organizers are already 

planning next year’s event! We hope to 
see YOU there!

Dave Bottger is up first this month, 
Dave is currently building Accurate 

Miniatures 1-48th P51B.



Page 13

ASMSASMS Sprue examiner February 2022



Page 14

ASMSASMS Sprue examiner February 2022



Page 15

ASMSASMS Sprue examiner February 2022



Page 16

ASMSASMS Sprue examiner February 2022



Page 17

ASMSASMS Sprue examiner February 2022



Page 18

ASMSASMS Sprue examiner February 2022



Page 19

ASMSASMS Sprue examiner February 2022



Page 20

ASMSASMS Sprue examiner February 2022

New and In View Aircraft
by Ron McCracken

Old Rumors and New Kits



Page 21

ASMSASMS Sprue examiner February 2022



Page 22

ASMSASMS Sprue examiner February 2022

Eduard is releasing their Hurricane 
Mk.I in a Profipack edition, with parts 
and decals for both the Mk.I and Mk.I 

Tropical versions.
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Shipping News Shipping News 
by Rick Herringtonby Rick Herrington
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Flyhawk has a Kreigsmarine release 
for us this month, and that is the 

Gneisnau circa 1940.

Moving on to 1/350th scale Hobby 
Boss is releasing Russia’s latest 

nuclear submarine the Yuri Dolgoruky 
Borei.
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Tracked Topics
By Panzer Lehr
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It Figures It Figures 
by Michael Lammby Michael Lamm

It Figures has been discontinued until 
we can find a new contributor. If you 
are interested in sharing news regard-
ing the figure world contact me at 
Bozon0592@gmail.com.



Page 33

ASMSASMS Sprue examiner February 2022

IPMS USA is soliciting articles. We’ve got 
some great modeller’s in this area and you 
can help the mother organization to flourish 
by submitting an article to the Journal.
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7801 N. Lamar Blvd.,  Ste B169, Austin, TX 

78753

(512) 836-7388

kinginfo@kingshobbyshop.com

http://www.kingshobbyshop.com
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Something for Everyone!



Page 36

ASMSASMS Sprue examiner February 2022

Join International Plastic
Modeler’s Society / USA

 IPMS/USA is dedicated to the hobby (and 
fun) of Scale Modeling. It was started by Jim 
Sage, of Dallas, Texas, in 1964. There are now 
branches of IPMS all over the world. Our Local 
Regions and Chapters sponsor Model shows 
and contests every year, but you needn’t be a 
member to visit the shows or attend the club 
meetings!

     With IPMS/USA Membership, you will re-
ceive the outstanding IPMS/USA Journal six 
times a year - it includes features on all mod-
eling subjects such as aircraft, armor, automo-
tive, ships, figures - you name it! You will also 
find listings of IPMS contests, swap meets, 
hints and tips, and reviews.
Membership also qualifies you to participate 
in IPMS/USA sanctioned contests, and par-
ticularly in our
World-famous National Convention, held 
each summer. As a member, you’ll also be 
able to access our online Discussion Board, 
where a wide variety of modeling topics are 
discussed, and enjoy interaction with other 
serious modelers for help with questions 
about modeling techniques or the Society in 
general. Many Hobby Shops and Model Ven-
dors around the USA offer discounts to IPMS/
USA Members.

Visit us at:  http://www.ipmsusa.org/
Join up online at:  http://www.shopipmsusa.
org/category-s/100.htm

For any questions or problems with your 
membership application/renewal, please con-
tact the IPMS/USA
Officer Manager at    manager@ipmsusa.org

International Plastic Modelers’ Society/USA
Membership Application / Renewal Form

New ☐ Renewal ☐ IPMS#: _____________
Name: __________________________________________________
______
Address: _________________________________________________
_____
City: ______________ State: ________________ Zip Code: 
_____________
Phone: ___________________ E-Mail: 
______________________________
Chapter Affiliation, if any: _______________________________
Junior (17 years or younger) ☐ $17.00 Date of Birth _________
AduIt One year ☐ $30.00
Two years ☐ $58.00
Three years ☐ $86.00
Canada & Mexico ☐ $35.00
Foreign Surface ☐ $38.00
Family ☐ Adult fee + $5.00
# of cards? ___
Your Signature: ______________________________________
If recommended by an IPMS member, please provide his/her:
Name: _______________________________ IPMS #: ______
PAYMENT OPTIONS:
Cash ☐ Amount: ____________
Check☐ Check #: ______ Amount: ____________
Where did you hear about IPMS/USA? Please check all that apply:
☐ Local model club
☐ Friend
☐ Ad in IPMS Journal
☐ Facebook
☐ Ad in other magazine
☐ Internet search
☐ IPMS web site
☐ I’m a former member rejoining
☐ Other ____________
Applications should be printed and mailed to:

IPMS/USA
P.O. Box 1411
Riverview, FL 33568-1411
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5500 Jack C Hays Trail, Kyle, Texas 78640, 

(512) 504-3404

10:00 am – 06:00 pm
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Applications should be printed and mailed to: IPMS/USA, PO Box 1411, Riverview, FL 33568-1411
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